RUSH PLANNING BOARD

JANUARY 17, 2012

RUSH PLANNING BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2012

A regular meeting of the Rush Planning Board was held on January 17, 2012 at the Rush Town Hall, 5977 East Henrietta Road and was called to order at 7:30 PM.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Felsen, Chairman

John Morelli





Don Sweet





Rick Wurzer

Scott Strock

Meribeth Palmer, Deputy Town Clerk

    OTHERS PRESENT:     Councilman Bill Riepe, Town Board Liaison





Gerry Kusse, Code Enforcement Officer





Todd Ewell, Town Engineer





Peter Gregory, Esquire





John Lombardo, Attendee





Mark Hasman, Attendee

Chairman Felsen welcomed all to the Planning Board meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

The Minutes of December 20, 2011 were reviewed.

Don Sweet made a motion to accept the minutes of December 20, 2011 as written. 

Rick Wurzer seconded the motion and the Board members polled:

Roll:
John Felsen

aye 


John Morelli

aye


Don Sweet

aye

Rick Wurzer

aye

Scott Strock

abstained
carried.

Scott Strock was excused from the December 20, 2011 meeting.
INFORMAL DISCUSSION: 
John Lombardo and Mark Hasman appeared before the Board regarding the property located at 7283 West Henrietta Road. Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman submitted a brief written paragraph outlining their proposed use of the existing Dorschel Automotive building. Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman stated that their purchase offer is dependent upon their ability to obtain the necessary approvals from the town. 
The proposed business is used car sales with in-house and public retail auto repair services. Hours of operation would be 9am to 7pm, Monday through Friday, Saturday 9am to 7pm by appointment and closed on Sundays. No body work will be done on the premises.  They would like to specialize in, but will not be limited to, German vehicles.
Lighting was discussed with Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman. The Special Permit issued to Rush Associates LLC (Rick Dorschel) required the lights to be shut off 30 minutes after time of close and security lighting to comply with lighting requirements of the Rush Town Code. 
The Planning Board also discussed other conditions and reasons for the Special Permit issued. According to Rush Town Code 120-12E(2), a special permit is required for the outside parking of vehicles or any other equipment, except during regular business hours in accordance with time procedures set forth in Rush Town Code 120-69. 
The Planning Board stated if Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman submit an application for a Special Permit to allow the over night  parking of vehicles, the Board will need to know the proposed maximum number of parking spaces that will be used for display, repair and employees. 
Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman also stated that they have been corresponding with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) regarding regulations for the discharge holding tanks. In order for Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman to obtain their dealers license, The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles requires a statement from the town indicating that the parcel is zoned for the sale of vehicles.
Chairman Felsen noted that since Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman’s proposal does not include building or adding on to the existing building, a site plan application is not necessary.
Deputy Town Clerk Palmer will forward the Special Permit application to Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Hasman.
Signage was mentioned. A sign permit or sign variance may be required. Deputy Town Clerk Palmer will also forward the new sign ordinance to Mr. Hasman, Mr. Lombardo and their attorney. 
The Board requested that a State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Short Form be submitted as well.

BOARD BUSINESS:
Farmland Preservation Plan Committee Chairman Scott Strock informed the Board that review comments are due by January 20, 2012 so that a final draft can be prepared by the end of the month. The next step is to forward the plan to the Town Board for their review. In addition the plan will be available on the web site and hard copies will be available in the Town Clerk’s Office for viewing. Principal Planner Walt Kalina will submit the plan to Monroe County and New York State Agriculture and Markets for a 30 day review. After any further revisions the Town will be able to set a date for a public hearing and vote. 
Chairman Felsen stated that he has corrections that he will forward to Walt Kalina for review. 

Deputy Town Clerk Palmer has forwarded the plan to Town Attorney Frank Pavia for his review. 

The Planning Board discussed the Dorschel Automotive parcel further including public and neighborhood concerns at the time of Rick Dorschel’s application in 2004/2005. 

Councilman Riepe inquired about a building/business on Rush Henrietta Town line Road that contains a magazine storage locker. The owner of the building and permit holder for the use of the locker sold the building approximately 15 years ago. The locker is still located in the building but is no longer in use and the permit has expired. 

The Board also discussed the location of the sewers on West Henrietta Road in Henrietta and businesses that may be looking into extending the sewers. 

Councilman Riepe asked Board members for hydrofracking comments:
Board member Morelli stated he spoke with a Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) Geologist who does not feel moratoriums are necessary because it will be more than a year before drillers discern how to drill the Utica Shale here in New York. The other concern Mr. Morelli hears from others is the speculation of land and pre existing purchase offer rights. Moratoriums seem to be due to the lack of knowledge and how to handle the recent issues. Mr. Morelli has also heard concerns regarding infrastructure, such as setting up the mining operations and regulations regarding the on site storage of drilling liquids. This creates additional transportation of commercial vehicles and road use. Earthquakes were also mentioned.
Councilman Riepe stated a concern for the lakes and water table in our area. 

Chairman Felsen stated a potential concern of existing wells and cross contamination. An exact location of previously drilled wells and whether or not they have been plugged is unknown. 
The Board also discussed and questioned the extent of property rights above and below the surface. 

Planning Board member Don Sweet commented that many of the roads in Rush have weight limits and would not be able to accommodate all the heavy hydrofracking equipment. 
Several Planning Board members stated that they do not think hydrofracking will make it to Rush for many years. Chairman Felsen noted that by the time the state addresses all the health, social, environmental, road and trucking issues, with input from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)and county health departments, state regulations should be in place. Many people will need to be hired to review and create these regulations, in turn fees will be placed on hydroracking companies. Water shed areas are quickly becoming protected. 
The Board briefly discussed surrounding water sources, Rush reservoir and water treatment. The Rush reservoir is currently down for repairs and will have a floating cover installed. The reservoir should be up and running by the end of this year. 
With no further business, a motion was made by Don Sweet and agreed by common consent that the meeting be adjourned at 8:58 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Meribeth Palmer

Deputy Town Clerk
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