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RUSH PLANNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the Rush Planning Board was held on May 17, 2016 at the Rush 
Town Hall, 5977 East Henrietta Road and was called to order at 7:08 PM. 
 

 PRESENT: John Felsen, Chairman 
  John Morelli, Vice Chairman  
  Scott Strock, Member 

Don Sweet, Member 
Shivaun Featherman, Deputy Town Clerk 
 

EXCUSED: Rick Wurzer, Member 
 
      ABSENT:    Jillian Coffey, Councilperson, Town Board Liaison 
     
     OTHERS PRESENT: Phil D’Alessandro, Building Inspector 
    James H. Missell, Land Surveyor 
    Al Sweet, Resident 
     
Chairman Felsen welcomed all to the May Planning Board meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 
The Minutes of April 19, 2016 were reviewed.  
 
Board Member Strock made a Motion to accept the Minutes of April 19, 2016 as 
amended. 
 
Board Member Sweet seconded the Motion, and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  aye 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
Before beginning the Public Hearings, Chairman Felsen stated that the Planning Board 
has received a letter dated May 5, 2016 from resident Gary A. Quackenbush, asking 
that it be read aloud at the next Planning Board meeting.  Deputy Town Clerk 
Featherman read the letter into the record: 
 
“Gentlemen, 
 
Last year, during a hearing at a planning board meeting, I reacted poorly to remarks 
made by my neighbor, Mr. Fred Calev, and I spoke some unkind and hurtful words.  I 
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really regret my behavior that evening and although I did apologize to Mr. Calev the next 
day, I realize that I also need to apologize publicly for the things I said. 
 
I am asking that this letter be shared at a planning board meeting and with Mr. Calev.  I 
am sorry for my outbursts that night.  They were callous, uncharitable, and 
unneighborly.  Please accept my apology. 
 
Respectfully, 
Gary A. Quackenbush” 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Application 2016-02P by James Missell, agent for Linda Hellman, requesting 
Subdivision approval to subdivide a 63.67 acre parcel into two lots.  Proposed lot AR-
2A1 will contain 5.36 acres and a new home.  Proposed lot AR-2A2 will contain 58.31 
acres of remaining land.  Property is located at 955 Rush-Scottsville Road and is zoned 
Residential-30. 
 
Land Surveyor Jim Missell explained they are requesting approval to subdivide a parcel 
containing 63.67 acres to create Lot AR-2A1, which will contain 5.36 acres and 
accommodate a new house.  Chairman Felsen noted that it is an approved building lot 
and Building Inspector Phil D’Alessandro confirmed that he has issued a building permit 
to the Hellman’s for a new home. 
 
Mr. Missell submitted to the Board a site plan exhibit showing ample room for the leach 
field.   
 
Chairman Felsen read into the record the comments of: 
 

 Town Engineer Ewell 

 The Rush Board of Fire Commissioners 

 The Rush Conservation Board  
 
Chairman Felsen opened the floor for public comment and asked anyone speaking to 
state their name and address for the record.   
 
With no further questions or comments, Chairman Felsen declared the public hearing 
closed. 
 
Application 2016-03P by James Missell, agent for Donald Sweet, requesting 
Subdivision approval to subdivide 1.4 acres from parcel at 231 Jeffords Road containing 
6.07 acres and an existing home, and add it to an existing vacant land parcel containing 
87.8 acres on Jeffords Road.   No building is proposed.  Property is zoned  
Residential-30. 
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Land Surveyor Jim Missell explained that they are requesting approval to separate an 
“L” shaped parcel containing 1.4 acres from the parcel known as R1-A, which currently 
contains 6.07 acres and add it to a farmland parcel that currently contains 87.8 acres. 
 
Don Sweet explained that there were two tax parcels in 1991.  Mr. Sweet bought the 
farmland from his grandparents.  At the time, his grandparents wanted to keep the 
parcel square around the existing house, believing that the property lines ran with the 
hedgerow, however, the hedgerow didn’t run parallel with the road. When the land was 
surveyed, it was discovered that a strip of land that Mr. Sweet had been farming 
belonged to his grandparents. Mr. Sweet purchased his grandparents farmstead 13 
years ago.  The farmstead isn’t in the Agricultural Assessment but the farmland is.  By 
Resubdividing the land, it makes the farmstead square and puts everything that is 
farmable under Agricultural Assessment.  It’s beneficial for estate planning. 
 
Chairman Felsen noted that no land is being taken out of the Agricultural District, but 
rather adding to it. 
 
Chairman Felsen read into the record the comments of: 
 

 Town Engineer Ewell 

 The Rush Board of Fire Commissioners 

 The Rush Conservation Board  
 
Mr. Sweet submitted a map from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
showing the buffer from the wetlands.   
 
Chairman Felsen stated that for both Applications 2016-02P and 2016-03P, the Monroe 
County Department of Planning and Development (MCDP&D) has not submitted their 
comments yet. 
 
Chairman Felsen opened the floor for public comment and asked anyone speaking to 
state their name and address for the record.   
 
With no further questions or comments, Chairman Felsen declared the public hearing 
closed. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
Chairman Felsen stated that the Monroe County Department of Planning and 
Development (MCDP&D) is requesting Application submissions early enough so that it 
has 30 days upon receipt to review and comment.  This is due to the department’s loss 
of a clerk position.  Chairman Felsen stated that under the law, the MCDP&D does have 
30 days to review Applications and respond to requests regarding land subdivision. 
Chairman Felsen noted that the MCDP&D review comments are recommendations only, 
although the Planning Board reads them into the record.  If there are any comments that 
put up a red flag, the Planning Board may require the applicant to address that.  Deputy 
Town Clerk Featherman consulted with the town attorney earlier regarding changing the 
applicant submission date for Rush to allow for an earlier submission to the county.  
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Currently it’s the 15th of the month prior to the next month’s meeting.  The town attorney 
advised that other towns have changed their application deadline so that the county has 
30 days to review it, and stated it is up to the Planning Board to determine a submission 
date.  After some discussion, the Board Members agreed to the 10th of the month.  This 
will start with July submissions. 
 
Chairman Felsen stated that the Rush Conservation Board is requesting that the 
Planning Board require, as part of the Subdivision and Site Plan Application, an aerial 
photo or a GIS (Geographic Information System) photo of the property, similar to what 
Land Surveyor Jim Missell has included in his Application submittals.  Mr. Missell stated 
that it’s simple to add as it’s available on the Monroe County’s website, Zillow and 
Google Earth.   After some discussion, it was decided that the Planning Board will make 
that a requirement.    
 
DECISIONS: 
 
Chairman Felsen made a motion WHEREAS; this Board has examined Application 
2016-02P by James Missell, agent for Linda Hellman, requesting ReSubdivision 
approval to resubdivide a 63.67 acre parcel into two lots.  Proposed lot AR-2A1 will 
contain 5.36 acres and a new home.  Proposed lot AR-2A2 will contain 58.31 acres of 
remaining land.  Property is located at 955 Rush-Scottsville Road and is zoned 
Residential-30; and the maps and other materials which were filed with the application, 
including the Short Environmental Assessment Form (Short EAF); and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is a Type II Action under the State of New York SEQRA 
laws requiring no further action by this Board. 
 
Vice Chairperson Morelli seconded the Motion and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  aye 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
Chairman Felsen made a Motion to grant preliminary approval of examined Application 
2016-02P by James Missell, agent for Linda Hellman, requesting ReSubdivision 
approval to subdivide a 63.67 acre parcel into two lots.  Proposed lot AR-2A1 will 
contain 5.36 acres and a new home.  Proposed lot AR-2A2 will contain 58.31 acres of 
remaining land.  Property is located at 955 Rush-Scottsville Road and is zoned 
Residential-30 conditioned upon: 
 

1. The applicant labeling the lot width at setback as 150’. 
 

2. The location sketch for the Town of Rush to show Route 251 extending 
beyond the 390 Interstate. 
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3. The applicant complying with the Town Engineer’s comments regarding the 
Monroe County Monumentation and the tie distance to the nearest public 
right-of- way.   

 
4. The survey monumentation is under the title “Survey Monumentation” and 

that the word perimeter is spelled correctly.  
 
5. None of the MCDP&D’s comments presenting a significant problem regarding 

the Planning Board’s approval of the Resubdivision. 
 
6. The remaining lands are labeled as “Not Approved for Building”. 
 

Board Member Strock seconded the Motion, and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  aye 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
Chairperson Felsen made a Motion to waive the final subdivision hearing for, 
Application 2016-02P by James Missell, agent for Linda Hellman, conditioned upon: 
 

1.  The applicant meeting the requirements of the preliminary approval.  
 
Vice Chairperson Morelli seconded the Motion, and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  aye 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
Chairperson Felsen made a Motion WHEREAS; this Board has examined Application 
2016-03P by James Missell, agent for Donald Sweet, requesting Resubdivision 
approval to subdivide 1.4 acres from parcel at 231 Jeffords Road containing 6.07 acres 
and an existing home, and add it to an existing vacant land parcel containing 87.8 acres 
on Jeffords Road.   No building is proposed.  Property is zoned Residential-30; and the 
maps and other materials which were filed with the application, including the Short 
Environmental Assessment Form (Short EAF); and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed action is a Type II Action under the State of New York SEQRA 
laws requiring no further action by this Board. 
 
Vice Chairperson Morelli seconded the Motion and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  abstained 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
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Chairman Felsen made a Motion to grant preliminary approval of Application  
2016-03P by James Missell, agent for Donald Sweet, conditioned upon: 
 

1. The applicant submitting the description and the easement agreement for the 
townwide drainage district to the Town for review by the Town Engineer and 
the town attorney. 
 

2. The meets and bounds being shown on the map. 
 

3. None of the MCDP&D’s comments presenting a significant problem regarding 
the Planning Board’s approval of the Resubdivision. 

 
Board Member Strock seconded the Motion, and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  abstained 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
Chairperson Felsen made a Motion to waive the final subdivision hearing for 
Application 2016-03P by James Missell, agent for Don Sweet, conditioned upon: 
 

1.  The applicant meeting the requirements of the preliminary approval.  
 
Board Member Strock seconded the Motion, and the Board polled: 
 
Roll: Scott Strock  aye 
 John Morelli  aye 

Don Sweet  abstained 
 John Felsen  aye carried. 
 
With no further business, it was agreed by common consent that the meeting be 
adjourned at 8:17 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shivaun Featherman 
Deputy Town Clerk 

 
 


