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Dear Rush Residents
As I write this message, I wonder, where has the
time gone? We are finally in the season for nice
weather, although it seems as if it were just last week
that I was trying to get warm. My calendar is full of
many necessary and rewarding activities, some of
which I will share here with you.
Deputy Supervisor Corbin continues to monitor and
be our liaison to all things solar, in addition to her
role with the Local Waterfront Revitalization Project
and the Rush Riverside Refuge. We hope it is not
too long before we have some good news to share
with you regarding those projects.

On Monday, May 30th at 11:45 AM, please join
me as we will hold a ceremony to honor our
Veterans. The event will be held at our Veterans
Memorial Mill Park located next to the falls in the
hamlet. This is an occasion to show how much we
care and to appreciate all who have given so much
to protect our freedom.
For more detailed information on any of these
projects, please contact one of our elected officials
or me. We will be delighted to chat with you.

Gerry

Councilperson Morelli has taken on the
responsibility for being our liaison to help us meet
the ongoing challenges for providing public water to
sections of town where it is desperately needed.
Achieving success to resolve this need will be no
small task.
Councilpersons Chase and Woolaver are both
engaged in updating our Town Codes to support our
community’s agricultural enterprises. Maintaining
our commitment to being a farm-friendly community
where we can accommodate all who want to live
here is definitely a challenging task.
Board members have many other responsibilities on
a weekly basis. I’ve highlighted only a few of their
many time-consuming projects.
I had the distinct pleasure of delivering our Spring
Proclamation to celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day
on April 30th, the final day of our 2022 Spring
Cleanup. It was a pleasure to see so many of our
residents, both young and adult, volunteering their
time to remove trash and debris, showing how much
we care about our environment.
Another very rewarding activity was attending the
Eagle Scout Ceremony for Troop 134. Being asked
to give recognition to these very special young
citizens of our town is especially important to me.
Being aware of the many options our youth have
today, it is especially pleasing to meet those who
have chosen to engage in scouting as a foundation
for their future. We salute all who are involved.

Gerry Kusse commends
Nathan Zuber for building a
GaGa Pit for our town.

Town Clerk’s Office

Phone: 533-1312

Pamela Bucci, Town Clerk
Shelley O’Hern, Deputy Clerk
Mon.–Fri. 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
Pam@townofrush.com

LOAN CLOSET- LIONS CLUB
The Rush Lions Club has been storing
and distributing loaned equipment
stored at the Town Hall for use by
persons with temporary disabilities.
Please contact my office for a contact person and
phone number so that a member of the Lions Club
can arrange for the delivery of your requested item.

IT’S TIME TO FISH!!
NYSDEC FREE FISHING DAYS
2022
In New York State, anyone 16 years
of age or older is required to obtain
a fishing license in order to legally
fish. As a yearly practice, the DEC
designates a number of times free
fishing is allowed without a license.
Saturday and Sunday, June 25th and 26th are free
fishing days! It’s a great time for all ages to take a
friend or relative for a fishing expedition! Regulations
still do apply. Have fun! Annual NYS license fees
vary. For further information, go to www.dec.ny.gov.

NYSDEC REMINDER
ABOUT WILDLIFE
It is peak season for wildlife
giving birth. If you find a fawn
or other young animal, enjoy
your encounter but keep it brief, maintain some
distance and do not attempt to touch the animal. It is
illegal and harmful to keep wildlife as possible pets.

KEEP YOUR DOG SAFE AND LICENSED!
Nice weather is here and dogs are eager to do
investigating. Please be courteous and lawful.
Please remember that all dogs must be
accompanied by their owner or a responsible person
under the full control of such owner or on a leash
affixed to the dog’s collar. All dogs, 4 months or
older, owned by a resident of New York, that are
harbored in the town for at least 15 days must be
licensed. Licensing of your dog requires proof of a
current rabies vaccination. All documentation of
spayed/neutered information must be presented at
the time of licensing. Licensing a dog that is
neutered or spayed is $9.00. The fee for dogs that
are unneutered or unspayed is $18.00. If your dog is
lost, please contact Dog Control Officer Michael
Czora @ 330-9100. All stray dogs picked up by the
Dog Control Officer are housed at a shelter for up to
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three days at your cost. Other useful information
regarding dog control can be found in the Town
Code that is online at www.townofrush.com.
TOWN HALL OFFICES WILL
BE CLOSED
JULY 4TH TO CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE DAY

Enjoy your day! Enjoy your summer!
Pamela Bucci
ROCTRICITY COMMUNITY CHOICE
AGGREGATION (CCA)
PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING A
COMMUNITY EDUCATION MEETING
The Town of Rush is planning to join the Monroe
Community Power renewable energy program. This
community choice aggregation (CCA) program
would enable the Town of Rush to provide residents
and small businesses with the benefits of renewable
electricity supply.
Formed in partnership with Joule Community Power,
a division of Joule Assets, Inc., Monroe Community
Power is a community choice aggregation (CCA)
program that enables participating communities to
pool local electricity demand in order to leverage the
collective buying power of their residents and small
businesses in an effort to secure more favorable
terms on their energy supply, protect consumers,
and choose renewable generation sources.
The Town of Rush is planning to join an upcoming
bid for a CCA electricity supply rate for an expected
program launch date in January 2023. If the Town of
Rush selects an electric supplier, eligible residents
and businesses will receive a letter in fall 2022 with
information about the program, their choices and
info about how to opt out.
Public information sessions are scheduled for
Wednesday, June 8th at the normal scheduled
Town Board Meeting that will be both in-person
and via Zoom; and Thursday, July 7th at 7 PM at
an in-person session in the Town Pavilion.
Please plan to attend one of these sessions. The
presenters will provide general information, explain
the benefits of participation by our residents and
small businesses, and answer your questions.
For more information about the
Monroe Community Power program, please visit
www.monroecommunitypower.comabout:blankabo
ut:blank, call the helpline at (585) 244-0244 or
email the Local Organizer, Roctricity, at
info@monroecommunitypower.com
June/July 2022

Building Department

John Limbeck, Building Inspector
Monday-Thursday 7:00 AM–12 Noon
Office: 533-9114
Cell: 585-797-8498
building@townofrush.com
We have posted specific building-related brochures
on the Town’s website. This has been implemented
in several towns, and the feedback suggests that the
residents find them to be very helpful.
Each brochure lays out all the requirements for a
specific Building Permit to be issued. The brochures
also inform homeowners of insurance and
inspection requirements that are associated with the
work that they are proposing. Some of the brochures
are dedicated to specific insurance requirements
and things to consider when you are engaging a
contractor.
Two of the brochures introduce homeowner
requirements that exist for very specific projects.
Installing a backup natural gas generator requires
that a summary of gas appliances be completed so
that the total number of BTU’s can be calculated. If
the home’s total exceeds 350,000 BTU’s, a new
meter is required. You also need to verify that the
amount of gas flowing is sufficient for the existing
appliances and what the new generator requires.
This review will be conducted by the contractor
installing the generator.
Installing an above-ground or below-ground
swimming pool will require a Homeowner sign-off
that acknowledges the safety requirements that the
Building Code mandates. These include a pool
alarm, an entry gate lock and alarm and several
others.
As always, our intent is to provide as much
information to the residents as we can so that they
understand the processes that we are required to
follow. More of these brochures will be added as we
put them together. If you have any questions, please
contact
the
Building
Department
at
building@townofrush.com

A warm welcome to Doug Scarson,
our new Code Enforcement Officer
and Fire Marshall. To contact Doug,
please send an e-mail to
doug@townofrush.com or call the
Town Clerk’s Office, 585-533-1312
which will relay the message to him.

www.townofrush.com

Historian’s Office

Susan Mee, Town Historian .
Phone: 533-1312
Sue@townofrush.com

Hello!
You may remember one of the events we had during
the 2018 Rush Bicentennial year was to invite Paula
Tarnapol Whitacre to come to Rush to speak about
Julia Wilbur. Paula had
recently written a book
about Julia Wilbur, a 19th
century Rush resident.
The book is titled: A Civil
Life in an Uncivil Time:
Julia Wilbur’s Struggle
for Purpose.
I first met Ms. Whitacre
when she visited Rush
while researching Julia
two years earlier. We invited Paula back to Rush
during our Bicentennial year to talk about Julia
Wilbur’s life (1815-1895). Julia was an avid diarist
her entire life, and those diaries provided a window
into her life. Prior to the Civil war, Julia lived in Rush
where her life here consisted of helping run the
family household after the death of her mother and
she also temporarily raised her young niece after the
death of her sister. Julia later moved to Rochester
and worked as a school teacher and became very
involved in the abolitionist movement.
In 1862, Julia was
asked
by
the
Rochester
Ladies’
Anti-Slavery Society
(RLASS) to move to
Washington and help
the newly freed. Soon
after, she moved to
Alexandria, VA. where
she worked with the
Freedman’s
Bureau
and became lifelong
friends with Harriet
Jacobs,
a
former
slave. After the Civil
War, Julia worked for
the US Patent Office
as a clerk. In this
position, she was one
Julia Wilbur Harriet Jacobs
(Harriet Jacobs - Wikipedia)
of the first generation
of women to work for
the federal government. Julia worked for the USPO
until shortly before her death at age 80.
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Paula gave a presentation in April for AARP
Virginia’s Tuesday’s Explorer’s program, The Life
and Times of Julia Wilbur and Harriet Jacobs. The
recording of that talk is available online at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1cc57e5p_U .
Paula’s book be purchased from Amazon in
paperback, hardcover and also a Kindle format.
Copies are also available in the Rush Public Library.
If you have time, take a moment to listen to Paula’s
presentation and read her book about Julia – and
remember, this remarkable woman once lived in our
town.
As Memorial Day is just about upon us, I would like
to mention the idea of adopting an older grave in one
of our Rush cemeteries. Many of the graves of our
early Rush residents are no longer tended as those
early residents no longer have descendents living in
the area. If you are interested, feel free to adopt a
grave of one or more early Rush residents. Taking a
walk through the old parts of Pine Hill Cemetery or
any of the inactive Rush cemeteries gives us a small
sense of early life in Rush. You will find the graves
of veterans of the American Revolution, the War of
1812, Civil War, World Wars I and II, Korea and
many other veteran graves.
As you notice the ages and dates on the
headstones, one can’t help but wonder about their
lives. To me, it seems many people died young, but
if they made it to adulthood, they seemed to stand a
fair chance of living a long life. You’ll also notice the
multiple family losses in the years before modern
medicine and the losses of both infants and mothers
in childbirth. As crazy as our lives might seem, we
have so much to be thankful for today.
When walking through the old part of Pine Hill
Cemetery, you will recongize family names that are
some of our road names today. The oldest section
of Pine Hill was originally the Jeffords family burial
grounds. The Jeffords’ home was the large home
just west of the cemetery. In 1863, the Rush Pine Hill
Cemetery Association was formed with the purchase
of three acres of land at a cost of $375. The acreage
was purhased from Cynthia P. Martin and Nathan
Jeffords and was adjacent to the Jeffords’ burial
ground. Additional acreage was purchased twice
more over the years. Two hundred evergreen trees
were donated by Ellwanger and Barry Nurseries in
1865. Interestingly, the 1872 map of the cemetery
identifies the cemetery as Pine Grove rather than the
Pine Hill that it is known as today.
You may also notice graves of people with death
dates prior to the cemetery’s expansion to a
community cemetery. This is because families
sometimes reinterred their loved ones from the
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family farm burial lot to the community cemetery as
time passed. Perhaps the farm was being sold
outside the family or simply the community cemetery
became the preferred place for family burials.
Standing on Rush Scottsville Road, facing the
cemetery, you’ll notice that the last section of fence
on the left is actually a gate. The original entrance
to the cemetery was on the far left end and and the
roadway came up around the backside of the
Jefford’s burial area. The horse-drawn hearses
would have an easier and more gradual incline from
the back rather than the present-day front entrance
and the road up the hill.
In closing, I would like to extend my appreciation to
Al Sweet for presenting the history of the Rush
Volunteer Fire Department on April 24th. Al provided
many stories, sharing the history of the organization
and growth of the Rush Fire Department along with
some humourous commentary, too. Thank you, Al,
for your many years of service and to the Rush Fire
Department for all that they do for our community.
Wishing everyone a wonderful summer!

Sue

Recreation Department

Patricia Stephens, Supervisor
Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8:30 AM–3:30 PM
Wednesday & Thursday 8:30 AM–3:00 PM
Phone: 533-2340
Pat@townofrush.com
The Town of Rush website allows you to see the
dates available in the William Udicious pavilion. You
can also send a request to rent the pavilion or the
athletic fields on a particular date. Payments for the
pavilion and all programs are available online as well
Remember to check the Town of Rush website for
updates between newsletters.

THE NEW GAGA PIT IS NOW OPEN!
PICKLE BALL COURT IS NOW OPEN!
RUSH ROTARY AND LIONS CLUB ARE
WORKING TOGETHER TO FIND FUNDS TO
GIVE MORE SHADE TO OUR
PLAYGROUND.
I WILL KEEP YOU POSTED.
CALL ME FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Pat

June/July 2022

GIRLS SOCCER CAMP 2022
Description: Camp will focus on speed and agility
training as well as tactical development and game
situations. Individual and team concepts will be
taught through a variety of activities and scrimmages
with Michael Seidel (RH Varsity Soccer Coach),
Kristina Duritza (RH JV Soccer Coach) and staff
providing instruction. This camp will prepare players
interested in trying out for the modified, junior varsity
and varsity levels.
Bring: Size 5 soccer ball, shin guards and water.

Monday–Friday, August 15th–August 19th
Grades 7–12 in September 2022
$95.00 Residents $100.00 Non-residents
Location: Rush Henrietta High School Fields
9:00 AM–12:00 PM
*Each player will receive a camp T-shirt when
registered by FRIDAY, JULY 8th*

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM –
2022–2023 SCHOOL YEAR
THERE ARE OPENINGS FOR THE FALL!!

Register now for the 2022–2023 school year. The
program is held at Good Shepherd and offers a
safe, structured, supervised environment where
your child can play and interact with friends.
Activities include arts and crafts, games, outings,
and gym time. The program runs from school
dismissal until 6:00 PM each full day of the school
calendar.
Fees for each school quarter are:
Resident
Non-Resident
5 days a week
4 days a week
3 days a week
2 days a week
1 day a week

$498.00
$399.00
$299.00
$200.00
$100.00

TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS
MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS

9:00 AM–10:00 AM July 11th–August 29th
William Udicious Rush Town Pavilion
1900 Rush Scottsville Rd.
Cost: $25 resident $30 non-residents
To Register: Application at townofrush.com
WHAT IS TAI CHI? Tai Chi combines slow
moving with deep breathing.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
• Increase strength, balance and posture.
• Prevent falls.
• Improve mind, body and spirt.
• Reduce stress and increase relaxation
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
• anyone concerned about falls
• anyone interested in improving balance,
flexibility and strength
• anyone who has fallen in the past
• anyone who restricts activities because of
falling concerns
WHERE WILL THE PROGRAM BE HELD?
Udicious Pavilion 1900 Rush Scottsville Rd. Rush

WHEN? Thursdays, July 11th to August 29th.
9:00 AM–10:00 AM
Cost: $25.00 Resident; $30.00 Non-Resident
Questions: Call Pat at 533-2340

$599.00
$479.00
$359.00
$239.00
$120.00

VICKIE’S AEROBICS AND SENIOR EXERCISE
CLASSES AND SENIOR EXERCISE CLASSES
WILL START AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER!!! PLAN
TO SIGN UP IN AUGUST.
Please remember “no news is good news.” If you
do not hear from the Recreation Department, the
programs go on as scheduled. For any
questions,
please
call
the
Recreation
Department at 533-2340.

www.townofrush.com

Program offered by Town of Rush
Recreation Department and Lifespan

Save The Date:
Saturday, October 1st, 2022
Times: 9 AM–4 PM

Finally, after 2 years, we will be able to have the
Rush Fall Festival again! We will offer some of
the fun activities which we previously enjoyed
and some new ones! Ladies Auxiliary and “Pop
up and Eats” food truck will be selling food as
well!
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Library News

Kirsten Flass, Director
Phone: 533-1370
Fax: 533-1546
www.RushLibrary.org

Normal Library Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 1:00 PM–8:00 PM
Tuesday, Thursday: 11:00 AM–8:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM–2:00 PM

Summer Reading: It’s our favorite time of year

again… we are busy planning fun activities to keep
kids, teens, and adults engaged in reading for fun
and prizes during the month of July.
This year’s theme is Oceans
of Possibilities! and we have
planned July’s crafts and
events with that in mind. See
our Summer Reading activities
listed below and register in
advance for the programs you
like. Studies show that
students who practice reading out loud at home with
family members and who use comprehension
strategies during independent, silent reading have
improved reading achievements. And reading
alongside their kids and allowing them to choose
their own reading materials are some of the best
ways that parents can support children and promote
reading for pleasure.
Summer Reading packets for kids going into
Kindergarten through Grade 12 can be picked up
beginning Friday, July 1st, and the programs run
for the whole month of July. We can’t wait to see our
returning students!
Library Card Update: Please remember to bring
your card with you to the library when you check out
books & movies. We make fewer mistakes when
we can scan your actual card barcode, rather than
searching our database for your name.
Replacement cards are free! You can also put your
library card on your smartphone (use the app
called MCLS-To-Go) and we can scan that. Thanks
for making our job easier!

V.I.P. Museum Passes: We have partnered with

several local museums & arts organizations for a
program that allows you to check out a pass with
your library card, and then receive a discounted
admission rate when you arrive. We have passes for
Genesee Country Village, The Rochester
Museum & Science Center, NY Museum of
Transportation, The Susan B. Anthony House,
The Empire Pass for NYS Parks, and more.
These are available on a first-come first-served
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basis and are wonderful if you have out of town
visitors or are planning a staycation!
Survey Time! The Library Board of Trustees and I
are working on our Long Range Plan, and we wish
to survey all Town residents for opinions about our
services. A copy of the survey is in this newsletter
(please fill it out and mail it to us or drop it off at the
Town Clerk’s Office or the Library at the desk or in
our Book Drop.) We will also send this survey out in
our E-newsletter, and you will be able to find a link
to it on our website. Thanks you for participating and
sharing your thoughts; our goal is to make
continuous improvements for our patrons, and we
welcome your feedback.

Holiday Closings:
Mark your calendars; we will be closed:
Independence Day: Monday, July 4th
Firemen’s Parade: Closing early at
5:00 PM on Friday, August 12th

Remember, Rush Library items are never due on

a day we are scheduled to be closed, but you may
have items from other libraries due on a day we are
closed if they are open. Check your receipt or
online account to verify all of your due dates and
renew your items. Looking forward to seeing you…

Kirsten

*At the Rush Library, we welcome the
opportunity to make services and programs
available to patrons of all abilities, incuding
those with disabilities. Please call us at 585533-1370 at least two weeks in advance of an
event to discuss accommodations for you or
your child. We have been serving our
community for more than 100 years, and we
always welcome your feedback and ideas!

Game Night: It’s on hiatus until the fall. Enjoy your
summer!

Reminder: If you register for a program but later

realize you cannot attend, please call us or go online
to cancel your registration. We now have waiting lists
for our classes, and someone may be waiting for a
spot to open up. We appreciate this courtesy!

June/July 2022

June Events:
Movie Matinee: Enjoy a movie on

our large screen TV along with
refreshments on Thursday, June 2nd
at 11:15 AM in the Library. This
month’s screening is The Lucy
Show, The Lost Episodes (rated
PG.) In these hilarious episodes from
the classic series, you’ll see what made her TV’s
Queen of Comedy along with co-stars, Carol
Burnett, George Burns, and Milton Berle. Please
register in advance for a seat.

Strategy Games:
Rummikub!
Join
us
every
Thursday from 4:30–
5:30 PM for this tilebased game combining the elements of the card
game rummy with Mahjong. Please register for each
week you plan to attend: June 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30.

Meet Ally The Therapy Dog:
Ally will be visiting us on Friday,
June 3 at 6:00 PM in the children’s
room with her owner, Rick Hartt.
We will have dog stories and a dog
craft, and you will have an
opportunity to read to Ally or tell
her about pictures in a dog book.
Ally has been trained to be a calm
storytime listener, and she loves having her tummy
rubbed. This opportunity is for ages 3–12.
Please register in advance.

Chess Club:
Adults may join Frances
Rapport, Rush resident
and member of the
Rochester Chess Center, on Fridays from 1:30–
3:00 PM in the Library Meeting Room. Become part
of our chess community. Here is a chance to
improve your skills in a friendly stress-free setting!
Please register for each week you plan to attend;
June 3, 10, 17, and 24; July 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29.
Frances is also available as a one-on-one chess
tutor; we have a form at the Library to book her.

www.townofrush.com

Robots, Ozobots, and
Legos;

Join Erin on Friday, June
10, from 6:00–7:30 PM in
children’s room for robot
tales, Ozobot coding, and Lego construction. This
event is for ages 4-10. (Parents are needed for
assistance.) Each family will have a table for Lego
construction, and Ozobots will visit each table for
coding experiments. Space is limited, please
register in advance.

Knit Chicks: We have a warm

and welcoming craft group that
meets
twice
per
month:
Saturdays: June 11th and July
9th,
at
10:00
AM
Thursdays: June 30th and
July 28th at 11:00 AM in the Library meeting room.
No need to register, just drop in with your work-inprogress. Coffee and snacks are provided.

Strawberry Jam
Preservation:
Learn to make jam at home!
Join Michele Conners, Master
Food Preserver with Cornell
Cooperative Extension, for a
demonstration and tasting of
strawberry jam preserves. In this lively and
informative class, she will answer all of your
questions and give you the confidence to make your
own jam. (Optional: You’ll have the opportunity to
purchase 8 oz Ball canning jars at $6 for a case of
12 and Sure-Jell pectin at $3 a box.) This program
takes place Monday, June 13th, from 7:00–8:30
PM in the William Udicious Pavilion. Advance
registration is required for this event.

Wednesday Crafternoon:
Join us Wednesday, June 15th in
the Library at 2:00 PM to make
Pressed Flower Lanterns using a
paper
mache
method.
Each
participant will make three lanterns and go home
with a battery tea light candle for each one; hang
them up and light up your porch or deck for warm
summer evenings. All supplies are included for a
$5.00 materials fee. Space is limited; please
register in advance.
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Senior Hour:
Rush Seniors are invited to
drop in at the Library on
the 3rd Thursday of each
month at 11:00 AM to enjoy
a quiet place to gather and
catch up with friends. Join us on Thursdays, June
16th, and July 21st at 11:00 AM. Refreshments will
be served. No need to register, just drop in.

The Wonderful World
of Herbs!
This is a beginner class
for indoor herb gardening
taught by Courtney
Dagrosa. You’ll learn
how to plant and maintain indoor herbs, and how to
use them in cooking and around your home. This
class will also focus on choosing combinations of
herbs that grow well together. Please register in
advance for this program on Thursday, June 16th
from 7:00-8:00 PM in the Library Meeting Room.

Macrame Feathers:
Learn how to make macrame
feathers using a variety of
techniques. Experiment with
macrame cord and acrylic
yarns for different looks. Use
them as a decorative hanging or to adorn future
projects. There will be a $5 fee for materials.
Register for your choice of a 3:00 PM or 7:00 PM
class on Wednesday, June 22nd.

Rush Readers’ Book Club:
This month’s selection is Caleb’s
Crossing by Geraldine Brooks. Bethia
Mayfield, daughter of a Calvinist
minister, is a restless and curious
young woman growing up in the 1660s
amid English Puritans. At age twelve,
she meets Caleb, the young son of a Wampanoag
chieftain, and the two forge a secret bond that draws
each into the alien world of the other. Inspired by true
events, the author brilliantly captures the triumphs
and turmoil of two brave, openhearted spirits who
risk everything in the search for knowledge at a time
of superstition and ignorance. Join us in-person at
7:00 PM on Thursdays, June 23rd or June 30th.
Coffee and dessert will be served, please
register in advance.
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Stories To Go:
Be a traveling storyteller this
summer! Kids ages 4-10, join us on
Saturday, June 25th, from 11:00–
12:30 to create a story kit in the
Library. You’ll draw an adventure
map, create characters on flat stones, then store it
all in a bag that doubles as a sock puppet. You’ll be
ready for summer travel! Please register in advance.
Parents are needed for assistance.

Reconnecting to Nature
by Creating a Healthy Yard:
Megan Meyer, co-leader of Color
Penfield Green and Healthy Yards
Monroe County will weave together
her knowledge of gardening,
landscape
design,
climate
change, and ethical stewardship to show you how to
enhance your yards to serve important ecological
functions that benefit our lives and those of
pollinators and birds. It’s on Monday, June 27th at
6:30 PM in the Library Meeting Room. Please call to
register or go online at RushLibrary.org.

Lava Bead Bracelet:
Learn to bead in a beginner
jewelry class for ages 14 + up and
adults with Joan Meyers! Create a
lovely elastic bracelet using
beautiful gemstones and lava beads. The lava
beads may be scented with Joan’s selection of
essential oils or may be scented at home with your
own oils. All materials will be provided for a $7.00
materials fee. Please register in advance as class
size is limited. Additional kits may be available for
purchase. This takes place on Wednesday, June
29th, from 6:00–7:00 PM in the William Udicious
Pavilion.

July Events:
Ocean Investigation Station:
During July’s Summer Reading
Month, families are encouraged to
stop in and explore our Ocean
Investigation Station to study
shells, seaweed, and other beach
findings, and try an ocean-themed craft from the Art
Cart. We will also be offering ocean-based stories
and craft programs throughout this month to offer
patrons of all ages Oceans of Possibilities!

June/July 2022

Photography Workshop for
Kids:

Serpents Beneath the
Surface:

8–12 year-olds are invited to a 4week introductory class with local
professional photographer, Janet
Cruz.
We will meet every
Tuesday in July from 2:00–4:00 PM at the Library,
and the workshop will culminate in an art show for
the month of August with an opening night reception
with the young artists! Janet recently illustrated our
Town’s Commemorative Bicentennial Book with her
photographs. She has a beautiful portrait and
custom
photo
business:
www.JanetCruzPhotography.com.

Professor Richard D. Hamell,
author of Great Mysteries of the
Earth: Myths, Monsters & Mysteries, will discuss
lake monsters thought to inhabit the waters of New
York State, and describe their possible connection
to illustrious 5-star monsters such as Nessie of Loch
Ness and Champ of Lake Champlain on Thursday,
July 7th at 2:00 PM in the Library.

Here is the schedule:
• July 5: Intro to Photography and Cameras in the
Library Meeting Room
• July 12: Field trip to the Library’s Gazebo and
Reading Garden for photo opportunities plus a
home assignment
• July 19: We will look at the photos, discuss
composition & design
• July 26: Finalize our photograph designs and
plan our Photo Art Show and Opening party!
(Show will be held in August, date to be
determined.)
Space for this workshop is limited. We ask
patrons to commit to all four sessions for the full
learning experience. (If you don’t own a digital
camera, but would still like to participate, let us know,
and we will loan you one for the workshop.)

Kids ages 4–8 may join Erin on
Saturday, July 9th from 10:30–
11:30 AM for ocean stories, then
they’ll print an undersea garden and fill
it with ocean creatures in the style of illustrator Leo
Lionni, and take home a copy of his picture book,
Swimmy. Space is limited, please register each child
in advance.

Wednesday Crafternoon:
Create a lovely set of note cards
along with a cute paper picnic
basket to hold them for gifting
your summer preserves and
sauces. Seating is limited, please register in
advance for this paper craft that takes place
Wednesday, July 6th from 3:00–4:00 PM in the
library.

Movie Matinee:
Enjoy a movie on our large screen TV
along with refreshments. This
month’s screening is Sherlock
Holmes (rated PG). Robert Downey,
Jr. and Jude Law star in this
reimagining of the legendary sleuth, a
daring man of action as well as a
peerless man of intellect. Please register in advance
for this program to be held on Thursday, July 7th at
11:30 AM in the library.
www.townofrush.com

This lecture is for ages 10 and up; space is limited.
Please register in advance.

Meet Swimmy,a little fish with a big plan!

Word Games: Word lovers

unite! Every Thursday from
4:00–5:00 PM we’ll have fun
playing a new or old favorite word
game; Scrabble, Scattegories,
Password, Tribond, or bring along a favorite of
yours! Please register for each week you plan to
attend; July 7, 14, 21, and 28.

A Day at The Ocean:
Kids ages 3-8, join Erin on Tuesday,
July 12th from 11:30–12:30 PM to
hear ocean stories, create a turtle
with a colorful button shell, decorate
an octopus cupcake, and explore our
Ocean Investigation Station. Please register each
child in advance.

A Bevy of Beverages:
Join us for a fun class of
tasting adult alcohol-based
drinks on Wednesday, July
13th from 6:30–8:00 PM in
the William Udicious Pavilion. We will muddle
through a mojito, try a new and improved root beer
float, and sip a refreshing lemonade. Simple palette
cleansers will be provided. There is a $10 tasting
fee. Must be 21 with ID to attend. Register in
advance, our tastings fill up fast!
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GazeboFest:

Our summer concert series is
back! Bring your lawn chair and non-alcoholic drinks
and start your weekend early with us; sing, dance,
and reminisce at the Library Gazebo behind the
Town Hall, featuring the following bands:

8 Days a Week: Friday, July 15th

from 6:30–8:00 PM.
Enjoy timeless classics recreated by
Rochester’s own Beatles tribute band.
This talented quartet has been playing wonderfully
nostalgic and authentic sounds for over 10 years.

Kubick’s Rubes: Friday, July 29th

from 6:30–8:00 PM.
This band lays down a high-energy
blend of bluegrass, western swing,
country blues, and old-time fiddle
tunes. If you like hot pickin’ and sweet harmony
singing, come hang with us!

Old Hippies: Friday, August

26th from 6:30–8:00 PM
Reminisce with acoustic music
from a golden era; these hippies play creative
original songs and recognizable covers form the
fifties, sixties, and seventies.
(There is a poster with all the
GazeboFest dates listed on
the last page of this
newsletter that you can post
on your fridge!) *This
Gazebofest project is made possible with funds from
the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of
the New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York
State Legislature and administered by the Genesee
Valley Council on the Arts.

Teen Tie Dye:
Teens ages 13–18, come learn how
to create a vibrant Sharpie TieDyed pillowcase, or you may bring
a white cotton T-shirt to dye for a
unique addition to your summer
wardrobe. Join us on Wednesday, July 20th at 3:00
PM in the Library. Pillowcases will be provided for
free. Please register in advance.

Long Term Care Planning:
This seminar on Wednesday, July 20th at 7:00 PM
will deliver some essential information on important,
difficult conversations to have with loved ones.
Tracy Stillman from Elderwood will describe the
various options of care that are available including:
Independent Living, Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing,
Rehabilitation, Respite Care, Home Care, and other
specialty programs. Landon Brice and Charlie
Bearce from Alliance Advisory Group will be
discussing how to plan financially for long term care.
They will educate on what triggers the need for long
term care, some important statistics to consider, why
to start early, and what financial options there are
when planning for the future. There will be time for
a Q&A period. This seminar takes place in the
Library Meeting Room; space is limited, please
register in advance.

The Hearing Loss
Association of America:

Better Hearing = Better Living
is the motto of The HLAA - Rochester Chapter, an
all-volunteer group providing support, education,
and advocacy to create more hearing-friendly
environments. They will be here on Thursday, July
21st at Noon (after Senior Hour) to educate, provide
resources, and answer your questions. You can
have your hearing assessed for free at their Express
Hearing-Check Kiosk during this event. Please
register in advance for this free event.

Deep Sea Lantern Craft for
Tweens:
8–12 year-olds, this Summer Reading
event is for you! On Friday, July 22nd
from 6:00–7:30 PM, Erin will show you how to
create a glowing sea lantern that’s upcycled from old
vases and jars, and decorated using tissue paper
and decoupage, sea glass and shells, then finished
with art yarns, twines, embroidery floss. It will be lit
with a battery powered LED light inside to make your
lantern glow on a summer night. All supplies are
provided. Please register in advance.

Sea Glass Shadow Box:
A Summer Reading-themed craft
for adults and Teens 16+. Join
Joan Meyers on Wednesday,
th
July 27 in the William Udicious Pavilion to create
a 5” x 7” shadow box using sea glass and stones.
Choose from a selection of sayings for your special
art piece; it will make a precious birthday or holiday
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gift. Please bring a pair of tweezers, if possible.
There will be a $13 materials fee, payable that
night. Please register in advance for your choice of
time slots: 6:00–7:00 PM or 7:00–8:00 PM.

Rush Readers’ Book Club:
For July’s Summer Reading tie-in, we
will be reading Dead Wake, The Last
Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik
Larson. “Despite knowing the outcome
- the loss of nearly 1,200 souls at the
hands of a German U-boat in the spring
of 1917 - Larson keeps pulling the reader along. In
his gripping new examination of the last days of the
fastest cruise ship in the world, Larson draws upon
telegrams, war logs, love letters, and survivor
depositions to provide the intriguing details.Thrilling,
dramatic and powerful." Join us in person for coffee
and dessert on Thursdays, July 28th or August 4th
at 7:00 PM. Copies of the book will be available in
June; please register in advance for a seat.

Rush Fire District Fire Department &
Rush Ambulance

Robert Faugh, Fire Commissioner
Phone: 533-2058
www.rushfd.org

CLEANING

THE

STATIONS:

Lifetime
Assistance volunteers are back doing cleaning at
station one. We thank them for their help.

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW
MEMBERS. There are many jobs that a person can

do to assist the fire department and ambulance. Due
to the citizens’ great efforts we have very few fires.
You could drive the ambulance – not much training
is needed. Sam Torres who lives in Henrietta joined
the department. He is a Rochester firefighter/EMT.
William Stanton rejoined the department. Al Sweet
has served the department as a Chief, Director and
Commissioner for 70 years and is still active
member. Past Chief and Commissioner Robert
Faugh is a 57-year active member and has served
as Treasurer since 1972. That’s over 50 years. Past
Chief and Director Richard Wheeler has served for
57 years also.

EMERGENCY RESPONSES: So far in 2022, we

have had 150 calls

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE: We sent out our fund drive
request in May. Due to the financial hardships that
many of our residents are going through, we
understand. Our 2021 Fund Drive was a great
success. We received $49,500 from those who
donated. $7,000 went for new pagers. WE THANK
YOU!

CARNIVAL 2022: Will be held August
11, 12 and 13 this year. Go to our web
site for more information.
PAST OFFICERS BANQUET: The event was

GAS STOVE: The gas stove that was put in the fire

held at the Wildwood Country Club on May 14th. The
Rush FD Ladies Auxiliary gave the Fire Department
$2,000 to assist in buying new or updated
equipment.

PUMPER 582: This apparatus was being driven to
Har/Rob service in Syracuse and a front tire blew out
casing a lot of damage to the truck. We have replace
all the tires on all of our equipment that was 7 years
old or older which NFPA (National Fire Protection
Agency) recommends.

Fire Chief Jon Faugh received the Distinguished
Service Award for his 20 years as a dedicated
firefighter. He started out as an Explorer at Rush
and also served the Wilmington FD for 5 years when
he was stationed as a Trooper in the Lake Placid
area. He returned to Rush where he has served for
the past 15 years. He retired from the NY State
Police after 20 years in April. Go to the web site for
more information.

station in 1971 and is 51 years old cannot be
repaired any longer. We are getting a new stove
installed very soon.

PART TIME PERSON: We are looking into a part
time paid position as station manager to assist with
the day to day operation at the station.
AMBULANCE FINANCES: The state passed a

new law allowing fire department and fire district
ambulances to charge for service. We are looking
into how that would work. We have never charged
for a basic ambulance transport since 1939. All the
other ambulances in our area charge for service.

www.townofrush.com

RUSH FIRE DEPARTMENT WEB SITE IS:

www.Rushfd.org – Go there for news, photos,
history, recruitment info, membership lists, officers,
apparatus, classic photos, links to other related
sites. We are also on Facebook under Rush
Volunteer Fire Department.
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Rush Ladies Auxiliary
Deborah A David, President, Publicist

Phone: 533-2058

www.rushfd.org

Rush Ladies Auxiliary Chicken And
Biscuits Annual Fundraiser
The Rush Ladies Auxiliary had their Annual Chicken
& Biscuits Fundraiser March 26th, 2022. We were so
glad to be able to do this event inside this year!
We were very happy to see everyone's smiling
faces! Bill Meister was the 50/50 winner! Thanks to
our community for your continued support and all
that help with the event. It was a big success!

The Easter Bunny Hopped Into The Rush
Fire Department
The Easter Bunny arrived Saturday, April 9th at the
Rush Fire House. The Rush Ladies Auxiliary
arranged a wonderful drive thru for the children!
Several vehicles came through with 82 children that
visited the Easter Bunny! Thank you to the
community for your continued support and thank you
to all that made this event possible!

The Rush Ladies Auxiliary NEEDS YOU!
The Ladies Auxiliary is looking for new members.
We are not just about making food! We do so much
more. Come to a meeting!
Meetings are held on the last Monday of every
month at 7:00 PM at the Rush Fire House. See what
we we’re all about. Anyone 18 years of age and
older, retired firefighters and explorers are welcome.
We would also like to start a Junior Auxiliary.
For more information if you are interested.
Contact Joan Madigan at 585-229-4168,
email: JHMadigan4@rochester.rr.com.
Visit http://www.RushFD.org/Ladiesaux.htm
Thank you!
Please note that OUR MAY MEETING WILL BE
HELD MONDAY MAY 23RD AT 7:00 PM a week
early due to Memorial Day.

Rush Senior Citizens

Sue Miller, Secretary

Hello folks, summer is almost here! The tulips have
arrived. The magnolias are in full bloom, the trees
are finally getting their green, and I got to smell that
first mowing of grass.
We seniors are still coming to meetings carrying our
bag lunches, but we are finally hitting the road again
on a few trips. In the last newsletter I told you we
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were going on a mystery trip; and if I could
remember, I would tell you about it. Well, it was a
month or so ago, so I had to "phone a friend” to jog
my memory. Our first stop was an old country store
in Angelica. The store front was very ordinary, but
this place went on and on, each room flowed into
another and then to another, and they had
everything from soup to nuts.
I wouldn’t even begin to mention all the things they
had as it would take up this whole newsletter. Our
next stop was Cartwright’s Maple Tree Inn for allyou-can-eat buckwheat pancakes. Then we went to
The East Hill Creamery in Perry, started by a dairy
farmer and his wife, only this wasn't your everyday
store. Oh, they had all kinds of cheeses that we were
invited to taste, and we were able to view the aging
rooms through glass windows. It was two stories. It
was absolutely beautiful, with wood beams and
timbers, and it was built by the Amish. They host
wedding rehearsals, weddings, and parties of all
kinds. And oh yeah, they DO sell cheeses of all
kinds and the condiments to go with them. Then of
course we stopped at Oliver’s Candies for a sweet
end to the day.
Five of us Rush Seniors went on a trip with two other
senior groups to Belhurst castle in Geneva. What a
beautiful old world place that is. We had a sit down
luncheon and time to shop in their gift shop,
something we ladies REALLY enjoy doing.
Then we were off to Sonnenberg Gardens in
Canandaigua. Except for the tulips, there wasn’t
much in bloom, but the mansion there is another
beautiful old-world building with so much history,
including six bedrooms, each with its own bathroom
and balcony overlooking the many gardens. Also
there is a huge library with a balcony, and many,
many other rooms. The dusting alone would take a
small army a week to accomplish.
A couple of our trips were canceled or postponed
due to low interest. If any of our Seniors have a
solution to the problem, I’m sure Tammy would love
your input. Is it choice of trips, prices, or still COVID
related?
As always we love to welcome new members. We
meet the second Thursday of each month at the
Rush Firehouse. As I mentioned before, we're
bringing a bag lunch including a beverage. After
lunch, we have a meeting and then entertainment or
maybe bingo or cards.
That’s it folks. We’ll talk in 2 months. Looking forward
to Memorial Day and then the real beginning of
summer. ENJOY!! SUE
June/July 2022

2022 Rush Public Library Community Survey
YOUR OPINION MATTERS
The Rush Public Library Board of Trustees is surveying our residents as part of the Library’s
Long-Range Planning Process. Your participation is crucial to planning for the future. After
completing this survey, please either: (1) bring it to the Library or the Town Clerk’s office and
drop it in the Survey Box, or (2) mail it to Rush Public Library, Attention: Survey, 5977
East Henrietta Rd., Rush NY 14543. Please return your responses no later than July 15th, 2022.
1. How often do you/your family use the Rush Library?
☐ Once or more per week
☐ Once or more per year
☐ Once or more per month

☐ Less than once per year

2. If you/your family have not used the Rush Library in the past year, please tell us why:
☐ We do not need library services
☐ It’s too difficult to get things back on time
☐ We use other libraries
☐ Parking is difficult
☐ We buy our books, movies, e-books,
☐ Hours don’t fit my schedule
and other materials
Other:
3. Please select all the materials and programs that you/your family have used in the last year:
Materials:
Programs
☐ Adult books
☐ Children’s Story Time
☐ Teen books
☐ Teen Events
☐ Children’s books
☐ Book Club
☐ Audiobooks-on-CD
☐ Local History Programs
☐ DVDs
☐ Educational Programs
☐ Music CDs
☐ Craft Programs
☐ Overdrive Downloadable E-Books
☐ Game Programs
☐ Movies
☐ Overdrive Downloadable Audio Books
☐ Large Print Books
☐ Summer Reading Program
☐ Magazines
☐ Gazebo Fest Summer Concert Series
☐ Newspapers
☐ Meeting Room for Outside Groups
☐ Holds (Reserves sent from another library)
☐ Study Areas
☐ Pronunciator
☐ Shut-in Service
☐ Museum Discounts
☐ One-on-One Technology Help from Staff
☐ Tax Forms
4. What additional materials would you like to be able to get from the Library?

5. How do you prefer to attend library programs? ☐ in person ☐ via Zoom? ☐ both

www.townofrush.com
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2022 Rush Public Library Community Survey
YOUR OPINION MATTERS
6. What additional types of programs would you likely attend if the Library offered them?
(Check all that apply)
☐ Field trips to local attractions/businesses
☐ Musical performances
☐ Cooking Classes
☐ Beverage Tastings (coffee, tea, beer,
wine, etc.)
☐ Themed Book Swaps (i.e. cookbooks,
☐ Dinner and Dancing
travel, etc.)
Other:
7. What equipment and technology have you or your family used at the Rush Library?
(Check all that apply)
☐ Public Internet Computers
☐ Fax
☐ Wireless Hotspot
☐ Scanner
☐ Copier
8. What additional equipment or technology would you like the Rush Library to provide?
9. Are you satisfied with the physical library building and its layout?
☐ Yes ☐ No
If “No,” how could they be improved?
☐ Better layout
☐ Better accessibility
☐ More comfortable chairs for reading
☐More desks for study/work
☐Other:
10. What types of services would you like to have access to through the Library?
(Check all that apply)
☐ Literacy Organizations (teachers of literacy skills)
☐ Computer Skill Training
☐ Small Business Associations (help in starting a new business, building business skills)
☐ Cornell Cooperative Extension
☐ League of Women Voters
☐ Rush Historical Society
☐ Writers and Books (Local authors reading their work)
☐ Rochester Works (job training and search strategies)
☐ Health Care Providers (health care education)
Other:
11. Would you like the Library to be more of a community center/meeting place?
☐ Yes ☐ No

If “Yes” What could the Library do to be more of a community center/meeting place?
12. What one thing would improve the library for you/your family?
13. Optional: Would you consent to a phone call from us for more feedback?
Name:
Phone
Email address:
Thank you for your help!
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Thursday, July 7
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Independence
Closed.
Public Drop
In Session –Day
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for details
Saturday August 21st 1PM-12AM
Seniors Luncheon at Firehouse Pavilion
Town Hall, Library Court
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th
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For legal notices refer to The Henrietta Post, our website at www.townofrush.com or contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 533-1312.
Fire Department
th
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July 13
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th
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Labor Day 7:00 PM

Thursday, July 21st
Wednesday, July 27th
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Board of Fire Commissioners at Rush Firehouse
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For legal notices, refer to The Sentinel, our website at www.townofrush.com or contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 533-1312

