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Dear Rush Residents:
I hope you are enjoying your summer with family
and friends.
The 2023 Town Budget season is getting underway.
Residents are welcome to attend all budget
workshops in August. Our goals continue to be:
represent taxpayers; control expenses; value and
support town employees; provide quality services,
take care of our town’s properties; invest wisely; and
reduce our local tax burden.
In March we began a challenging transition to EFPR
Accounting for our payroll and general ledger
accounting needs. I am happy to report success. This
change provides more support to staff; reduces the
cost of new accounting software; and provides us a
team of financial experts. This change is already
proving to be a far more efficient, cost-effective, and
sustainable way to manage our financial operations.
My special appreciation goes to the Town Clerks for
all the extra work that they did to make sure this
transition has been seamless.
I’m pleased to report that we are continuing to move
forward in saving and repurposing the 1911 RushScottsville Road Corner House. The house will be
a mixed-use site that will store and display our town’s
historical artifacts and provide meeting space. The
Rush Historical Society, Town Historian Sue Mee,
Bero Architecture, and Councilperson Dan Woolaver
are leading this effort. (More info pg. 13.)
Survey of Property Owners Without Public Water
More than 350 surveys were sent to property owners
identified by our town assessor as not having public
water. The primary goal of the survey was to gather
feedback to better understand the needs and interest
of residents who have private water systems. As we
write this news, about 150 surveys have been
returned. Many questions and concerns were raised
that need to be addressed. We are preparing a fact
sheet to respond and will reach out to property
owners who did not submit a survey. This initiative
was in response to serious concerns raised by
residents who do not have drinkable water even with
expensive water systems. We needed to know how
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many are impacted. If residents do not want public
water, we will not be moving forward on their behalf.
Please check out the many fun and interesting
summer activities in our own area. Take time to visit
our beautiful town gardens thanks to the dedicated
volunteers on our Town’s Beautification Committee.
I look forward to seeing you at the Library’s Gazebo
Fest Concerts and Fireman’s Carnival. Mark your
calendar for our Fall Festival. Don’t hesitate to call or
stop in with your questions, ideas and suggestions.
Have a great rest of the summer!

Gerry

Rush Comprehensive Plan Update
Schedule of Public Events
The Town of Rush Comprehensive Plan
Update Committee will present a series of
public workshops to explore key issues to be
addressed in the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan Update. Please join us via Zoom. The
Zoom link is available at:

www.RushComprehensivePlan.com

Note: if you do not have computer access, you
may view the online presentation at the Town
Hall.
Each workshop will begin at 7:00 PM on this
schedule:

Aug 17: Hamlet of Rush
Sep 21: Energy and Infrastructure
Oct 5:

Traffic and Transportation

(Including bicycle and pedestrian)

Oct 19: Parks, Trails, and Recreation
Nov 16: Land Use and Conservation
For more information, please see, “More
about the Comprehensive Plan Update!” on
Pg. 3 inside this newsletter and please visit:
www.RushComprehensivePlan.com

Town Clerk’s Office

Pamela Bucci, Town Clerk
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
Phone: 533-1312
Pam@townofrush.com
JOB OPENINGS
As I write this news, the following positions are open:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Part-time Assessor’s Clerk
Part-time Supervisor’s Secretary
Full-time Deputy Town Clerk
Highway Dispatcher
Board of Assessment Review Member
Conservation Board Member
Weekend Janitorial Cleaner for the Pavilion.

Find more information and updates on the town
website under Job Openings or by calling my office.
NYSDEC HUNTING LICENSES
Who Needs a Hunting License? Anyone 12 years or
older, and who has completed the proper training
courses on how to use a firearm or bow to hunt or take
wild game, can apply for a license. Persons under age
12 cannot hunt. For Junior Hunting Program (12–15
years of age): please review NYS DEC regulations
and information. Additional Privileges and Permits
may be needed depending on the season and game
you are hunting. Details can be found on NYSDEC
home page at https://www.dec.ny.gov
FREE RABIES CLINICS - MONROE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
There are many free rabies clinics happening in and
around Monroe County. Please consult the
http://monroecounty.gov website or call 753-5171 for
dates and locations. If your dog has been previously
vaccinated, please bring your proof with you. Without
proof, a one-year certificate will be issued. Any dog,
cat or ferret 3 months or older can receive a rabies
vaccination. In most, if not all locations, dogs must be
on a leash and cats and ferrets must be in carriers.
REGISTER YOUR DOG FOR THE DOG PARKS
You may register your dog for the Monroe County Dog
Parks at the Monroe County Parks Administrative
Office, located at 171 Reservoir Ave. in Rochester,
across the street from the Lamberton Conservatory in
Highland Park. Registration is open from 8:30 AM to
4:30 pm, Monday through Friday except on Holidays.
Please be sure to bring these two documents (1) dog’s
license that you received from the Town Clerk’s Office
where you live (not the metal tags) and your dog’s
rabies certificate. The annual fee is $25 for use at all
Monroe County Dog Parks.

“TIDBITS IN THE TOWN
CLERK’S CORNER”
These days are ever-changing!
Governor Kathy Hochul recently
signed a law to improve citizens’
opportunity to be better informed
on public decision-making. Under the new law, the
Open Meetings Law, under Public Officers Law
§103(a), allows town board members and members
of the public to participate in meetings via video
conferencing as long as certain conditions are met,
including a quorum or majority of board members still
meet in person in an accessible public location.

WHAT IS THE “OPEN MEETINGS LAW’?
The Open Meetings Law requires most public
meetings to be open to the public. This law applies to
all "public bodies" and includes entities consisting of
two or more people who conduct public business and
perform a governmental function for our state, for an
agency of the state or for public corporations, such as
cities, counties, towns, and school districts. This also
includes all committees and subcommittees of these
entities. NYS Public Officers Law § 102(2).
SCHOOL TAX BILLS - RECEIPT AND PAYMENT
School Tax bills are due to be mailed in late August.
As of the printing of this newsletter, full tax payments
may be received in my office during normal business
hours, 8:30 AM– 4:30 PM Monday through Friday until
October 31st. For your convenience, when my
office is closed, there is a secure drop box located
at the Clerk’s Counter. The Lobby is accessible
through the Library Entrance during their normal
business hours.
INSTALLMENTS: Anyone already on the installment
plan must send their October (2nd installment) and
November (3rd installment) to Monroe County
Treasurer, PO Box 14420, Rochester, NY 14614.
Payment instructions are listed on your bills and the
Monroe County website at www.monroecounty.gov.
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to give
us a call. I urge anyone to please contact my office if
you recently (1) purchased land in Rush; (2) paid off
your mortgage (Good for You!); (3) changed
mortgage companies; or (4) relocated out of the area
and need your tax bills sent to another address. We
will be glad to update your records to avoid late fees
and penalties.

TOWN HALL OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
Monday, September 5th in
observance of Labor Day.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Pamela
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More about the
Comprehensive Plan Update!
The Town of Rush is updating its Comprehensive Plan for
the first time in almost 30 years! The updated Plan will guide
Town policies and decisions related to budgeting,
infrastructure, zoning, recreation and other community
services. The Plan will also identify the community’s highest
priority projects and support applications for grant funding.
The Comprehensive Plan Update will include goals,
strategies and recommended actions relating to:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Land use and zoning
Farmland, Open Space and Natural Resources
Parks, Trails and Recreation
Hamlet of Rush
Transportation and Traffic
Housing and Population

The Plan Update will build on previous surveys, plans,
studies and reports, including the Rush Hamlet Charrette
Report, Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, Agricultural
& Farmland Protection Plan, Energy Advisory Committee
Report, Recreation and Agricultural Citizens Committee
Report, and the 2021 survey of residents.
In May 2022, the Town Board retained a planning consultant,
LaBella Associates, to work with the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan Update Committee (CPUC) to facilitate public
engagement, document existing conditions and trends,
evaluate alternative approaches, prepare concept plans for
key projects, and prepare the final comprehensive plan
document.
The CPUC encourages all community residents to learn
more and share their opinions regarding the future of our
community. The CPUC will present a series of informational
public workshops on key topics to be addressed in the
Comprehensive Plan.
A community survey will be distributed in the fall.
PLEASE VISIT:

www.RushComprehensivePlan.com
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Assessor’s Office

Augie Mineo, Assessor
Assessor@townofrush.com
Phone: 533-2330

2023 TAX ASSESSMENT ROLL
The 2023 Final Tax Assessment Roll is in the Town
Clerk’s Office and online at www.townofrush.com.

EXEMPTION FORMS
We will be mailing out renewals and taking
applications for exemptions such as Agricultural;
Limited Income, Senior Citizens; Limited Income
Disabilities; Non-Profit; and Clergy. You can stop by
the Assessor’s Office to find out what exemptions you
may qualify for in the Town of Rush.

Building Department
Building@townofrush.com

John Limbeck
Phone: 533-2330

Any electrical work that you want to add or remodel
requires the issuance of a Building Permit. This
applies to both interior and exterior work at your
home. If you are using a contractor, the contractor
knows that the work requires inspection by one of
three Electrical Agencies that are approved by the
Town of Rush. Once the final inspection has occurred,
two things occur:
1. The Electrical Inspector attaches an
inspection tag on the electrical service panel
box.
2. The Inspection Agency sends the Town
Building Department an Electrical Inspection
Certificate.
If a Building Permit has been issued for the work, the
Electrical Inspection Certificate is required before a
Certificate of Occupancy or Completeness can be
issued.
If a Building Permit was not issued for the work
described on the Electrical Inspection Certificate, the
Building Inspector will contact the property owner so
that the process can be followed.
A Building Permit is required for all electrical work as
it represents a very serious life-safety risk if not
installed according to Codes. If you are in doubt,
please contact the Building Inspector at 585-5339114, 585-797-8498 or at building@townofrush.com
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Historian’s Office

children together before she died in 1838. Jacob and
Anna lost their daughter Elizabeth in 1826 at age
seven and their son, Martin, died ten years after his
mother at age 26. Anna and Jacob Thomas’ son,
Jacob Jr., and daughter, Mary, survived. Jacob Sr.
lost his wife, a son and a daughter, between 1826 and
1848.

I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful days of
summer!

Lydia Thomas was born Lydia Wilcox on May 28,
1803. Census records indicate she was born in
Monroe County, but without further research, I am
unsure of the town. I have found a couple of
Ancestry.com family trees that name a Lydia Wolf(e)
with matching information to Lydia Thomas. I am still
working on this piece in an effort to learn if Lydia
Wilcox Darrow Thomas is the same person as Lydia
Wolf, who is buried in Pine Hill Cemetery. Lydia
Wilcox married Delarus Darrow on July 15th, 1829.
Together they had a daughter, Emily Darrow, born in
1830 and a son, Marshall, born in 1832. Delarus died
in 1835 at age 32, leaving Lydia a widow with two
young children. The children lived to adulthood, but
Marshall died in 1868 at age 34, leaving a wife and
young daughter.

Susan Mee, Historian
Wednesday, 9AM-1 PM and by appointment
Phone: 533-1312
Sue@townofrush.com
Hello!

I received a very wonderful surprise donation a few
weeks ago. Someone dropped off a handstitched
family registry sampler made by Lydia Thomas in
1859. Although the sampler is dated 1859, the deaths
of Jacob Thomas, Sr. and Marshall Darrow were
added in 1872 and 1868, respectively. I don’t know
who left this beautiful gift, but I thank you very much.
This piece will be cared for and given a good home in
our Rush collection. If the donor is a local resident,
please let me know who you are as I would like very
much to thank you and chat with you more about this
treasure.
In a closer study of the sampler, I realized that the
people named on this registry are the families of
Jacob Thomas (1787-1872) and Lydia Wilcox Darrow
Thomas (1803-1874). Their marriage to each other
was a second marriage for both and both had young
children at the time of their marriage. Jacob Thomas,
son of Christle and Barbary, was born in Pennsylvania
and became among the earliest Rush settlers. What
remains of the Thomas family cemetery is located on
Fishell Road Extension, between Rush-West Rush
Roads and West Henrietta Roads.
Jacob Thomas married Anna Martin on March 16th,
1818 – just three days after Rush became its own
town separate from Avon. Jacob and Anna had four
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The red arrow points to the
home of Jacob and Lydia
Thomas as shown on this 1872
map of the East Rush hamlet.
Their home was just south of
the Honeoye Creek.

Four years after the death of Delarus Darrow and ten
months after the death of Anna Martin Thomas, Lydia
and Jacob married. Jacob was sixteen years her
senior and together they had five children, ages 7, 9,
10, 14 and 17. The 1870 census shows Jacob and
Lydia living in the East Rush hamlet where Jacob is
listed as a retired farmer, age 83, and blind. Lydia is
67 and keeping house. Living with them is her son,
Marshall’s widow, Emily and their daughter, Dollie,
age 3. Jacob died in 1872 at age 85 and Lydia died
two years later, in 1874, at age 70. Both Lydia and
Jacob, along with other family members, are buried in
Rush Pine Hill Cemetery.
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Carolyn Coffed, a SUNY Geneseo senior, is interning
in the History Office this summer. She is working
approximately 20 hours/week through a grant funded
program sponsored by SUNY Geneseo. I am very
happy to have her assistance on a number of projects.
We have been busy sorting, scanning, and cataloging
many items. Another project we are working on is
updating the kiosk located along the linear trail in
Rush near the post office. In cooperation with the
Mendon Foundation, we will be adding some Rush
specific photos of what was located in that area in
earlier years. The trail has a good amount of foot
traffic and our additions to the kiosk will give people a
sense of the activity that took place in the area
previously. Carolyn is majoring in economics with a
minor in international relations. After this internship,
she may also have a taste for local history!
Members of Troop 134
working on the fence
replacement project at
Pine Hill Cemetery.
Congratulations to
Jonathan Kachala on
achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout

I would like to thank
Jonathan Kachala for
choosing the Rush Pine
Hill Cemetery for his
Eagle project. Jonathan is the youngest son of Jeff
and Terri Kachala of Rush Scottsville Road. Pine Hill
Superintendent Kurt Knapp removed the existing
wrought iron fence that was installed in 1903.
Jonathan’s older brother, Chris, also an Eagle Scout,
handled the welding of the new fence with equipment
loaned by Chase Farms. Jonathan and Troop 134
replaced the old fence with fencing that had been
purchased by the Cemetery. Jonathan’s project
included not only the installation of the fence but also
sanding, rust proofing, and painting. This is a
meaningful improvement to our community cemetery
that should last for many years to come. Thank you,
Jonathan and Troop 134.
If anyone is interested in seeing the sampler or any of
the other treasures in the Rush History Office, please
feel free to stop by. I am in the office most
Wednesdays from 9 AM–1 PM and other times by
appointment. Feel free to contact me in advance to
ensure I will be in the office the day you plan to visit.
Sometimes I am in meetings in the building or meeting
with visitors from other areas to help them locate their
ancestors’ homes or grave sites.

www.townofrush.com

Among the Pine Hill Cemetery files is a receipt dated
1903 showing the purchase of the wrought iron fence
that was just removed prior to the installation of the
replacement fence. The wrought iron fence was a
good investment that lasted 119 years! According to
the Pine Hill minutes, wood fencing fronted the
cemetery prior to the installation of the wrought iron
fence.
Enjoy the remaining days of Summer!

-Sue
Recreation Department

Patricia Stephens, Supervisor
Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8:30 AM–3:30 PM
Wednesday & Thursday 8:30–3:00 PM
Phone: 533-2340

After School Program Registration

The goal of this program is to provide a safe,
structured, supervised environment where your child
can play and interact with friends. Program activities
include arts and crafts, games, outings, and gym time.
The program runs from school dismissal to 6:00 PM
each full day of the school calendar.
The program fee is based on a Monday through Friday
registration. Please go to the town website at
http://townofrush.com for an application! There are 4
Quarterly payments from September–April of the
school year. They are as follows for residents and
non-residents of Rush.
Days/Week

Resident

5 days
4 days
3 days
2 days
1 day

$498
$399
$299
$200
$100

NonResident
$599
$479
$359
$239
$120
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SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
AEROBICS WITH VICKIE MENZ

Library

Kirsten Flass, Library Director
Phone 533-1370 FAX 533-1546
www.RushLibrary.org

7- or 14-Week Session

The Town of Rush Recreation
Department and Vickie Menz, an
aerobics instructor in Rush since
1982, will be offering a fall evening
aerobics class for ages 16 and up.
The class is designed to improve
cardiovascular health with fun
moves choreographed to music you’ll enjoy. It also
includes floor routines to target your stomach, legs
and arms, as well as stretches to improve flexibility. A
good exercise mat is essential; a pair of weights (3 or
4 lbs.) is optional.
All fitness levels are welcome.
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays from 6:15–7:15 PM
September 6th–October 25th (no class 9/13)
Location: William Udicious Pavilion
Cost
Resident
Non-resident
1 day/week
$28
$32
2 days/week
$44
$47

“SENIORS EXERCISE CLASS”
The 8-week program will be on Thursdays
September 22nd–November 10th
from 10:00AM–11:00AM.
Rush Town Park William Udicious Pavilion.
Pat Rose a Certified instructor teaches classes.
The cost per person will be $45.00 for Rush
residents and $50.00 for non-Rush residents. This
cost may be reimbursable through your health
insurance plan! Make sure you bring bar weights or
two cans of soup! Sign up now at the Rush Town Hall
Clerk’s Office. Please call Pat Stephens at 533-2340
if you have any questions.

Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 1:00–8:00 PM
Tuesday, Thursday: 11:00 AM–8:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM– 2:00 PM
Dear Neighbors,
I hope you are enjoying this beautiful summer as I
write this in July. In no time it will be sweater weather,
so soak up that sun and enjoy your vacations!
Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill out our
survey; your feedback is important to us.
Summer Reading Program:
Congratulations to all of our
Summer Readers! It was so fun for
us to greet old friends and make
new ones, and to see the
excitement in our littlest readers. If
you started your reading packet in July, you still have
time to finish and pick up prizes through August.
THANK YOU TO OUR SUMMER READING
SPONSORS: Colby’s Ice Cream, Rush 7-Eleven,
Rush Creekside Inn, Dipper Dan’s Ice Cream,
Seneca Park Zoo, Taco Bell, Genesee Country
Village, and Friends of the Rush Library. We very
much appreciate all of their support.

WILLIAM UDICIOUS PAVILION
The Town’s website offers a Pavilion Calendar that
shows available rental dates, and an online rental
request form. You can make online payments for
Pavilion and field rentals, and for all Recreation
programs. You can book reservations a year from the
date you want to rent the building. Athletic fields
require a separate application. All applications for
all Recreation programs are found on the town
website or available from the Recreation
Department or Town Clerk’s Office.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FALL FESTIVAL, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1st
Find Poster and Schedule on Page 14
For more information,
call Pat Stephens, 533-2340
6

New Teen Shelving: This year we used funds from

our Annual Appeal campaign to update our Teen area
with new custom oak bookcases made by local
craftsman, Keith Eggleston. These complement the
other oak bookcases that Keith built during the Library
renovation in 2004. The space looks really bright and
welcoming thanks to Keith’s workmanship; I hope you
stop in to see his beautiful handiwork!

Before:

After:
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Book Nook Sale: Pick up your summer beach reads

now… we have a Buy One, Get One Free Sale going
on now in our used book sale room, with selections
for all ages.

Holiday Closings: Mark your calendars.
•

•

Rush Fireman’s Parade: Closing Early at 5:00
PM on Friday, August 12th
Labor Day: Closed All Weekend Sept. 3–5.

Looking forward to seeing you…Kirsten Flass
August Classes & Events:
Reminder: If you register for a program but later
realize you cannot attend, please call us or go online
to cancel your registration. We now have waiting lists
for our classes, and someone may be waiting for a
spot to open up. We appreciate this courtesy!

Chess Club: This club is on hiatus until September.
Color Rush Green:

Come be a part of the solution for
climate and/or sustainability issues!
Join us for an overview of the Color
Your Community Green movement
and some success stories. We will develop goals and
solutions that we can implement together. Food and
beverages will be provided during this launch event
with Brady Ferguson, Director of Public Engagement
at the Climate Solutions Accelerator, and Joanne
Scanlon, a Rush resident who serves on the
Executive Committee of the Sierra Club Rochester
Group. Join us Wednesday, August 3rd from 5:30–
7:30 PM in the William Udicious Pavilion. Please
register in advance.
Movie Matinee:
This month’s screening on our large
screen TV is Something’s Gotta Give
(rated PG 13), a sharp and witty film
about a perennial playboy on the cusp
of being a senior citizen with a taste for
young women who falls in love with an
accomplished woman closer to his
age. Join us on Thursday, August 4th at 11:30 AM
in the Library. Please register in advance for a seat.

Marble Jamboree: Families with

kids ages 4-12, visit us to hear a silly
marble story and learn some marble
lingo. We will work together to make
creative marble runs using recycled cardboard,
aluminum tape, pipe cleaners, and more. We’ll also
play marble games. Parental assistance will be
needed for younger children. This fun event takes
place on Friday, August 5th from 6:00–7:30 PM in
the children’s room. Please register in advance.

www.townofrush.com

Backyard Invasive Species:

(rescheduled from June 9.) Join us
on Wednesday, August 10th at 7:00
PM in the Library Meeting Room.
Come learn about these ferocious
invaders from Matt Gallo with the
Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive
Species Management (PRISM). Many of our most
common invasive species start out as yard plants.
Find out if there are any growing near you and what
you can do to stop them. Space is limited, please
register for a seat.

Tangles:

This is a new workshop offered by
Susan Micciché. It’s a unique
drawing technique taught one
design at a time that anyone can
learn. You’ll learn to draw seemingly
complicated patterns to create a
beautiful, finished piece of art. CAUTION: Drawing
tangles may become addictive! Susan’s fee of $15
includes all materials. This program will be held in the
Library Meeting Room on Thursday, August 11th
from 6:00–8:30 PM. Seating is limited, please
register in advance.
Knit Chicks:
We have a fun and supportive craft
group that meets twice per month on:
Second Saturdays: August 13th and September
10th at 10:00 AM
• Last Thursdays: August 25th and September 29th
at 11:00 AM
We meet in the Library Meeting Room. No need to
register, just drop in with your current project. Coffee
and snacks are provided.
•

Firefly Fun for Kids:
Do you like fireflies? Erin will share a
firefly story, and then we will use glow-inthe-dark paint to create a firefly craft. At
night when the lights are out, your “fireflies”
will glow! Join us on Tuesday, August 16th from
11:30 AM–12:30 PM in the William Udicious
Pavilion for ages 3–8. Please register in advance.

Notecard Craft Class:

On Wednesday, August 17th, Joan
Meyers will teach us how to create
two dragonfly cards using beautiful,
color-coordinated paper. A choice of sentiments will
be available. All materials and tools to complete these
cards will be provided for a $7 fee, payable that night.
Choose from two class times: 4:00–5:00 PM or 6:30–
7:30 PM. Seating is limited, please register in
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advance for this class taking place in the Library
Meeting Room.

Senior Hour: Rush Seniors are

invited to drop in at the Library on
the 3rd Thursday
of
each
month at 11:00 AM to enjoy a
quiet, sunny place to gather and
catch up with friends. Join us on Thursdays, August
18th and September 15th at 11:00 AM. Refreshments
will be served. No need to register, just drop in.

Canning Tomatoes in 2022Not your Grandma's Recipe!

There are so many different types
of tomatoes available to us today
that weren’t around when our
grandmothers were putting up jars
of tomato sauce. Why is that important? As tomatoes
change, canning recipes need to also change to
ensure your food safety; unfortunately, treasured
family recipes may not be considered safe anymore.
At this hands-on session, we’ll use a Boiling Water
Bath method to make hot-pack Crushed Tomatoes
and raw-pack Whole Tomatoes. If you’re new to
canning tomatoes or just want a refresher, join us for
this informative yet fun & interactive class on
Thursday, August 18th from 7:00–8:30 PM in the
William Udicious Pavilion!

Ally the Therapy Dog:
Ally will be visiting us again on Friday,
August 19th from 6:00–7:30 PM in the
children’s room with her owner, Rick
Hartt. Ally has been trained to be a
calm story time listener and she loves
having tummy rubs. While you are
waiting for your turn to read to Ally, you can choose
books to borrow and play with our Lego collection.
This event is for ages 3–12; please register in
advance.

Pressed Flower Lanterns:
Repeated by popular demand for
those who missed this class the first
time around, join us Monday, August
22nd from 2:00–4:00 PM OR 6:00–
8:00 PM in the Library Meeting Room to make these
lanterns using a paper mache method. Each
participant will make two lanterns and go home with a
battery tea light candle for each one; hang them up
and light up your porch or deck for warm summer
evenings. All supplies are included for an $8.00
materials fee. Please register in advance.
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Windchime/Suncatcher: Make a

beautiful windchime/suncatcher from
nature’s gifts including driftwood, beach
glass, shells, stones, wire, and bells.
Learn wind chime basics and try your
hand at basic wire wrapping. There is a
$10 material fee, payable that night.
This is for ages 16 and up and registration is
necessary. This program takes place in the William
Udicious Pavilion on Wednesday, August 24th
from 6:00–8:00 PM.

Lego Stop Motion Movies:

Kids ages 7–10, come join this
fun and free class with selftaught teen artist, Apollo
Mayer, and learn how to make
Lego stop motion movies! All
attendees will need to bring a fully charged
iPhone/smartphone or tablet that can take photos
(no internet access is needed.) The library will provide
some Lego minifigures to use, or feel free to bring your
own. You’ll learn Apollo’s technique for making his
movies and have time to create your own. Then we’ll
watch the class’ movies and enjoy popcorn and soda!
This takes place in the Library Meeting Room on
Thursday, August 25th from 2:00–4:00 PM. Space
is limited; please register in advance.

Rush Readers’ Book Club:
For August we will discuss The
Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. This
novel follows twin sisters, inseparable
as children, who ultimately choose to
live in two very different worlds, one
black and one white. This brilliant
exploration of the American history of “passing”
weaves together multiple generations of family, from
the Deep South to California, from the 1950s to the
1990s and considers the lasting influence of the past
as it shapes a person’s decisions, desires, and
expectations. Join us in person on Thursday, August
25th or September 1st at 7:00 PM for coffee and
dessert. Please register in advance.

GazeboFest: Our summer concert series returns!

Bring your lawn chair and non-alcoholic drinks and
start your weekend early with us; sing, dance, and
reminisce at the Library Gazebo behind the Town
Hall, featuring the following bands:

Old Hippies: Friday, August

26th from 6:30–8:00 PM Enjoy
acoustic music from a golden era;
these hippies play creative
original songs and recognizable covers from the
fifties, sixties, and seventies.
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Music Makers:

th

Friday, September 9
from 6:30–8:00 PM
Rochester’s premier classic swing
orchestra plays a variety of styles jazz, swing, rock, and disco, just to
name a few.

The Brick Band:

Friday, September
from 6:30–8:00 PM

23rd

This 5-piece variety band plays country, country
rock, rock & roll, and pop; they guarantee a great good
time for everyone! You’ll recognize tunes by Johnny
Cash, Neil Diamond, The Beatles, CCR and more.
*This Gazebofest Project is
made possible with funds from the
Decentralization
Program,
a
regrant program of the New York
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor
Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature and
administered by Genesee Valley Council on the Arts.

Stress-Reduction for Teens:
Before you head back to school, come
to the Library for an afternoon of
activities to help you practice destressing. Join us Wednesday,
August 31st from 3:00–5:00 PM in the Meeting
Room. We will have hands-on activities such as
making vision boards, watercolor painting, an
aromatherapy craft, and learn to make healthy study
snacks. This free event is for ages 13–18. Space is
limited, please register in advance.

September Classes and Events:
Movie Matinee:

This month’s screening on our large
screen TV is Learning to Drive (rated
R). A literary agent whose husband left
her, and a Sikh driving instructor on
the verge of an arranged marriage find
that each has something to learn from
the other about starting life anew. Please register for
this program that takes place Thursday, September
1st at 11:30 AM in the Library.

Chess Club:
Adults may join Frances Rapport,
member of the Rochester Chess Center,
for a low-key fun chess experience
every Friday at 1:30 PM. Coffee and cookies will be
provided, and beginners are welcome. No need to
register, just drop in! We will meet up September 2nd,
9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th in the Library Meeting Room.

www.townofrush.com

Healthy Eating, Without
Heating:
Ally Miller, Nutrition Educator with
Cornell Cooperative Extension,
will teach us about nutritious
meals that are easy to prepare and do not require any
heating. This lesson will provide healthy options for all
mealtimes and even snacks! This program is in
partnership with the Mendon Public Library and will
take place on Wednesday, September 7th from
6:00–7:00 PM at the Mendon Library. Please
register in advance for this delicious opportunity!

Autumn Wreath:
Create a contemporary felt fall wreath
to welcome in the autumn season. This
craft will be held twice in the Library
Meeting
Room
on
Thursday,
th
September 8 from 1:00–3:00 PM and 6:00–8:00
PM, choose the time that works for you. There is a $10
material fee to cover the cost of supplies. Please
register in advance as seating is limited.
The James Webb Space
Telescope:
Join NASA Ambassador, Jim Porter
to discover what scientists are
learning from the JWST; the largest, most powerful
space telescope ever deployed, and the latest NASA
mission sent to discover the distant mysteries of the
universe. For several months the optical system has
been aligned and images are now coming back to us,
showing some of the first stars and galaxies ever
formed. James Webb Space Telescope will also show
us how new stars and planets are in the process of
forming. Please register in advance for this amazing
presentation on Thursday, September 15th from
7:00–8:00 PM in our meeting room.

Sweet Storytime With Annie B:
Join Erin and her happy pup, Annie B.
Schnauzer, for a relaxing evening
event. We will listen to stories, make
new friends, have yummy cookies and
lemonade, play with puzzles,
take an imaginary ride in our
Annie B. Schnauzer
sports car, and cook a makebelieve meal in our play kitchen. Join us Friday,
September 16th from 6:30–7:30 PM in the Library
for ages 3–8. Please register in advance.
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Zoom Author Talk:
Douglas Tallamy, author of The
Nature of Oaks, reveals the
ecological importance of the oak tree,
discussing its month-by-month role in
the planet's seasonal cycles, and
shares practical advice about how to plant and care
for an oak. From woodpeckers who collect and store
hundreds of acorns for sustenance, to the beauty of
jewel caterpillars, Tallamy illuminates and celebrates
the wonders that occur right in our own backyards.
This virtual event is co-sponsored by 10 different
MCLS libraries. Registration is required, and a Zoom
link will be emailed to you on the day of the event,
Monday, September 19th at 7:00 PM.

Bracelet Class:
Create a beautiful leather and
gemstone bracelet on Wednesday,
September 21st from 2:00–3:00
PM in the Library Meeting Room. This class for ages
14 and up is perfect for the beginner or intermediate
beader. All materials and assistance needed to
complete this project will be provided by Joan Meyers
for a $10 materials fee. You’ll choose from a selection
of gemstones, leather, and buttons to make it your
own statement piece. Please register in advance,
seating will be limited. Additional kits may be available
for purchase.

Rush Readers’ Book Club:
For September we’ll be discussing The
Collector’s Apprentice by B.A.
Shapiro. Publisher’s Weekly says,
“Shapiro delivers a clever and complex
tale of art fraud, theft, scandal, murder,
and revenge. Her portrayal of the
1920s art scene in Paris and Philadelphia is vibrant …
readers will be swept away by this thoroughly
rewarding novel.” Join us in-person on September
22nd or September 29th at 7:00 PM. Coffee and
dessert will be provided; space is limited, please
register in advance.

Lego Saturday:
Kids ages 3 and up, come in
and build! Our Duplo & Lego
collections will be out and
ready for you to dig in and be
creative. You can also check out Lego books for
inspiration. We will meet up on Saturday, September
24 from 10:30-11:30 AM in the children’s room.
Please register in advance.
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Zoom Author Talk:
Meet Dr. Meg Lowman, National
Geographic Explorer, and Director of
TREE Foundation. She authored
The Arbornaut: A Life Discovering
the 8th Continent in the Trees Above
Us and will share stories, which she
affectionately calls her “misadventures,” as a pioneer
explorer of the treetops. Dr. Lowman has worked in
over 45 countries, conserving forests, and discovering
biodiversity, as well as serving as a champion for
women in science. This event is on Monday,
September 26th from 7:00–8:00 PM and was made
possible by a consortium of Monroe County libraries.
Please register in advance; you will receive a Zoom
link via email on the day of the event.

Family Apple Tasting Party:
Do you love fresh juicy apples? Join
us for an apple story then visit
several apple stations in the
children’s room to taste different
apple varieties. Learn their names and discover your
new favorites, then enjoy an apple craft. Join us on
Friday, September 30th from 6:30–7:30 PM. Space
is limited, please register in advance.

Putting your Garden to Bed:

We have teamed up again with
Mendon Public Library for a
presentation
by
a
Cornell
Cooperative Extension Master
Gardener. Learn what you should
do in the fall, whether you have an annual or perennial
garden, to help ensure a successful garden the next
year. This in-person program will be presented at the
Mendon Library on Saturday, October 1st at 11:00
AM; space is limited, please register in advance!
*At the Rush Library we welcome the opportunity
to make services and programs available to
patrons of all abilities, including those with
disabilities.
Please let us know in advance of any special needs
you may have so that we can accommodate you or
your child. Please call us at 585-533-1370 at least two
weeks in advance of the event to discuss
accommodations. We have been serving our
community for more than 100 years, and we always
welcome your feedback and ideas!
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RUSH FIRE DEPARTMENT & AMBULANCE

Robert Faugh, Fire Commissioner
Phone: 533-2058
www.rushfd.org

RUSH FIRE DISTRICT: You are reminded that it is
your responsibility to have access for emergency
equipment onto your property. Our crews have had
problems getting in with the ambulance and other
equipment due to low branches and bushes. This
slows our response and has damaged our vehicles.
The lack of visible house numbering also remains a
problem and is violating building codes.

2023 BUDGET: We are in the process of doing next

year’s budget. It is our goal to keep your tax rate as
low as possible. The fire commissioners and Rush
Fire Department membership is doing everything that
we can to keep this rate as low possible. Mark David
Highway Supt. is doing some of the maintenance on
the larger truck for us at the highway garage, saving
a lot of money for the taxpayers.

activated on automatic alarms due to the 99.9% false
rate.

NEW MEMBER: Guy Salama was voted in as a new
member at the June meeting. We are always looking
for new members!

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE: We sent out the fund drive

letters in June and are hoping for a great return from
our residents. Over the years these funds have
purchased over $1.5 MILLION WORTH of
Ambulances, Rescue Truck, 4-Wheel Drive Trucks,
ATVs and Boats; and a lot of other equipment,
including our “Jaws of Life.” We understand that times
are tough for some of you but send us what you can.
Any amount is appreciated. The 2021 Fund Drive
brought in just under $50,000. Thank you everyone
who made this possible.

ANNIVERSARY COLLECTOR COINS: We still

have coins available. Contact Bob Faugh 533-1892
and he will get you one. They cost $10.00.

AMBULANCE FUNDING: The state now allows fire
district ambulances to charge for service. We are
looking into this program but have not made a
decision if we will charge or not. We have provided
FREE service since 1939.

FIRE DISTRICT STATION ATTENDANT:
We are looking for a part-time person or persons to
take on this responsibility. Go to the FIRE DISTRICT
website for information. https://rushfiredistrict.org/

AUTOMATIC ALARMS: If you have a fire,

PLEASE CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY and report the
situation when your alarm goes off even if it is a
false alarm. Do not rely on your alarm system to get
a rapid response with the resources that may be
needed. Our automatic mutual aid system is not

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: We are on Facebook with
new information almost every day. Go to Rush
Volunteer Fire Department.

CARNIVAL: Rush Carnival will be held Thursday,
Friday & Saturday on August 11th, 12 th & 13 th. Rides
and Concessions. Games of Chance every night.
Live Music on Thursday and Saturday under the tent.
Parade Friday night. Clams and other food by Ladies
Auxiliary Food. 50/50 Raffle each night. For more
details, check FACEBOOK and www.rushfd.org

Special Note
Fireworks will be
launched from the
Soccer Field at the
Town Hall this year.

www.townofrush.com
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RUSH FIRE DEPARTMENT
LADIES AUXILIARY

Deborah David

THE BETTY WILKINS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
2021-2022 RECEIPENTS CHOSEN
This scholarship is awarded to up to three Rush
residents depending upon the number of qualified
candidates for the 2021–2022 academic year. The
award is between $1,000 to $3,000 for residents
selected. Applicants must be a Rush Town resident;
provide evidence of satisfactory grades by including
an official transcript; have contributed to the
community through religious affiliated activities,
scouting, or other volunteer work. Emphasis is placed
on the amount and diversity of public service.
Applicants must plan to attend an accredited college
or technical school to earn a degree. The Scholarship
Selection Committee made the final selection of the
recipients. A certificate was presented to each of this
year’s scholarship winners at the Senior Awards
Ceremony. We are happy to announce our Betty
Wilkins Scholarship awards for 2021–2022:
Shannon Platt, Rush Henrietta Sr High School
Patrick Murray, McQuaid High School
Congratulations to you both! We at the Rush Ladies
Auxiliary wish you the best of luck on the next chapter
of your journey!

CARNIVAL IS ALMOST HERE!
The LadiesAuxiliary is gearing up for Carnival
August 11th–13th! Make sure to stop at to the food
building and say HI to all the ladies! We are looking
forward to seeing all of you! The Ladies Auxiliary is
looking for students who are in need of community
service or adults who could volunteer some free time
to assist us during Carnival. Please contact Debby
David if you are available to help us out so we can
help you out! ddavidrushladiesauxiliary@yahoo.com
or call 585-730-2283 for more information.
THE RUSH LADIES AUXILIARY NEEDS YOU!
The Ladies Auxiliary is looking for new members. We
are not just about making food! We do so much more.
Come to a meeting! Meetings are held on the last
Monday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Rush Fire
House. See what we are all about. Anyone 18 years
of age and older, retired firefighters and explorers are
welcome. We would also like to start a Junior
Auxiliary. For more information if you are interested.
Contact Joan Madigan at 585-229-4168, email:

JHMadigan4@rochester.rr.com. Visit
http://www.RushFD.org/Ladiesaux.htm
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RUSH SENIORS CITIZENS
Sue Miller, Secretary
Hi folks, time for another newsletter from me, hoping
to fill you in on what the Seniors have been up to, and
I’m sorry to say it’s not much. We haven’t even been
on a trip in almost two months. We have been meeting
monthly at the firehouse, so at least we’ve been able
to keep in touch.
Speaking of keeping in
touch, a very special lady in
our group by the name of
JANE
FABER
recently
celebrated
her
99th
Birthday!!!
She is an inspiration to all of
us, still going on most trips
and still enjoying life.

Congratulations Jane, we love you!!
And now back to the program at hand, beginning in
July we started bringing a dish to pass instead of a
bag lunch. Hooray!!!! Since the July and August
meetings are picnics, and are held in the firemen’s
pavilion, the firemen donate the hots and hamburgers,
buns and condiments. We really do appreciate their
generosity. If there are any of you who would still feel
more comfortable bringing a bag lunch, please feel
free to do so.
Now, we do have some trips planned for this summer.
In fact, we had our first one on July 11th to Williamsport
Pa. “An All About Chocolate Tour.” We arrived at Le
Jeune Chef Restaurant located on the campus of
Pennsylvania College of Technology, where we
enjoyed a gourmet menu hosted by the College’s
School of Business and Hospitality. We had a
chocolate demonstration, a chocolate martini and the
chef’s signature chocolate soup for dessert. Wow, I
wish you could all have been there. Then we went to
the Hiawatha Riverboat dock and went on board the
Hiawatha Paddlewheel Riverboat for an hour cruise
on the Susquehanna River. There was shopping and
ice cream to partake of there!
On August 9th we plan to spend day in Niagara Falls.
We’ll visit the Aquarium of Niagara and have lunch at
the Rainforest Cafe to “dine amidst the rain forest
foliage and animals.” Then we’ll have a short tour and
have time to browse the shops.
On August 10th we bus to Erie, Pa. And have lunch
at the Marriot’s Bayfront Grille overlooking Presque
Isle Bay, then to the Erie Maritime Museum where
we’ll have a guided tour. Also, a guided tour of the US
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Brig Niagara, a reconstruction of the relief flagship
utilized during the Battle of Lake Erie that played a
pivotal role in the War of 1812. Then we set sail for a
one-hour cruise on Lake Erie aboard the Lettie G.
Howard schooner. So exciting be on a LARGE
sailboat!!!!
These last two trips are Bus America trips, not Rush
Senior trips. Any one is welcome to travel with them.
You just need to contact Bus America for info. I
understand that if there’s enough interest from we
Rush people, the bus will pick us up in Rush.
Otherwise, we may have to drive to another location
to board the bus. Soooo let’s get interested so we can
get picked up in Rush!!!!! August 18th IS a Rush Senior
Trip, to Mark Twain Country including Hammondsport

and the Glen H. Curtiss Museum. We’ll have a buffet
luncheon at Anthony’s Restaurant. And, of course,
we’ll have time to shop and get ice cream in
Hammondsport.
September 15th is another Bus America trip, an OldFashioned Classic Country Hoe Down with Donna
and the Mystics in Moravia, NY.
That’s all I have for now. I do know that Bus America
has more trips including some overnights. You can
reach them at 585-697-3590 for info if interested.
Enjoy the rest of the summer including our Rush
Carnival on August 11th, 12th & 13th.

Hope to see you there! Sue

Renovation of the 1911 Corner Historical House for our town’s historical artifacts and a multiuse community center. This will be a partnership led by the Town Historian, Rush Historical Society, Town
Residents and Councilperson Daniel Woolaver, who has been actively involved since 2019 to resolve the future
of this town property. The agreed upon goals are to provide needed space to protect and display our historical
artifacts for current and future generations to enjoy and learn from our town’s history.
Key Points of History and Style of Building include:
Originally a Private residence built circa 1920s
Architectural Style –Balloon Framing, American Four Square
2006 – Town pays $163,000 ($100,000 State Grant aid)
2007–2019 – Commercial Rental of Property
2021 – Feasibility Study Bero Architecture
November 2021 – New Roof completed
2022 – Donation of tables and office furniture
July 2022 Town Board authorizes Master Plan development

Next Steps include:

Develop Master Plan
Install energy-efficient windows, Insulation,
fire-blocks, security system.

Current Proposed Goals:
Historical Society Education Center
Volunteer docents
Local based rotating exhibits
Multiuse Community Room
Small local groups and organizations
Seniors Activity Center
Library and Recreation Activities
Rush Beautification Committee
Welcome Center Partner with Local Museums and Nonprofits

For more information and to find out how you can support this community project, contact Sue Mee, Town
Historian at sue@townofrush.com or 585-533-1312; or visit the Rush Historical Society website at
https://www.rushhistorical.org/ or e-mail at admin@rushhistorical.org

www.townofrush.com
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2 1 ST AN N U AL RU SH FALL FEST I V AL
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8:00 AM-11:00 AM

Firemen’s
Rush Fire
m e n÷s Fie ld
1 9 7 1 Rush-M e ndon Roa d, Rush, N Y 1 4 5 4 3

Not Your Normal Pancake Breakfast, Ladies Auxiliary Building

9:00 AM-4:00PM

Numerous Craft, Artisan & Food Vendors Open for Business!

9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Town of Rush Antique 2-cylinder Tractor Show

10:00 AM-2:00 PM

“A Horses Friend” Pony Rides - $2.00

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Kids Activities & Games - FREE

10:00AM

Genesee-N-Ontario Model N-Ginners operational N-scale display
(Rush Fire Department Hall)

11:00AM-3:30PM

Lunch being served by Ladies Auxiliary

11:00 AM-2:00 PM
12:00 PM-2:00 PM

Face Painting - $1.00
Live Music – Warren Paul

2:00 PM

Youth Bake-off Results - $20.00 Wegman’s Gift Card

2:30 PM

Adult Bake-off Results
$50.00 Wegman’s Gift Card for 1st and 2nd place winners

3:30PM

Pie Eating Contest (cream pies) $20.00 gift card for the winner!
Sign up at the fireman’s pavilion by 2:30PM

4:00PM-6:00PM

Hot Air Balloon tether ride $10.00 a person (WEATHER PERMITTING)
(Rush Park soccer field)

EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE DAY

Food, crafts and local produce vendors, Monroe County Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol, Chase’s Hay
Maze, hayrides, free pumpkin painting, display of Coloring Contest winners, bounce house, free
children’s games, JCrew Farms HUGE pumpkins, Rush Ladies Auxiliary serving food and drinks
all day.
Craft, fair food, and vendor space rentals available. Applications and contest information are
located at www.townofrush.com under “Recreation.”
“recreation”.
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2022 Calendar
Court By Appointment Only
Seniors Lunch

12 noon Rush Firehouse

Thursday – Aug 11th

Conservation Board

7:00 PM

Thursday – Aug 11th

Board of Fire Commissioners

7:00 PM Rush Firehouse

Library Board of Trustees

7:15 PM

Tuesday – Aug 16th

Zoning Board of Appeals

7:00 PM

Thursday – Aug 18th

Planning Board
Town Board
Budget Workshops

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM

Tuesday – Aug 16th

Tuesday – Aug 23rd
Wednesday – Aug 10th and 24th
Wednesday – Aug 1st and Aug 10th

2022 Calendar
Court by Appointment Only
Seniors Lunch

12 noon, Rush Firehouse

Thursday – Sept 8th

Conservation Board

7:00 PM

Thursday – Sept 8th

Zoning Board of Appeals

7:00 PM

Thursday –Sept 15th

Board of Fire Commissioners

7:00 PM at the Rush Firehouse

Tuesday –Sept 20th

Library Board of Trustees

7:15 PM

Tuesday – Sept 20th

Planning Board

7:00 PM

Tuesday – Sept 27th

Town Board

7:00 PM

Wednesday – Sept 14th and 28th

Other Important Information and Dates
Fire Department Carnival
Library Gazebo Concert Series
Labor Day

Thursday–Saturday, August 11th–13th
Fridays – August 26th, September 9th, September 26th
Town Hall, Library, Court Closed Monday September 5th

For legal notices refer to The Sentinel, our website at www.townofrush.com or contact the Town Clerk’s
Office at 533-1312
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